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Burton Borough School 

Head’s Newsletter 

September 2013 
 
 

 

Headteacher’s Introduction 

It’s been a great summer, hasn’t it? The sun has shone as Andy Murray won Wimbledon, Chris Froome 

won the Tour de France; the Lions won in Australia; Mo Farah did ‘the double’; and of course England 

beat Australia 3-0 to retain the Ashes. As a cricket fan who can   remember all too vividly our regular 

thrashings at the hands of the Australia, this has been  particularly pleasing. Rewards that come  after 

years of hard work are all the sweeter. 

This summer’s superb GCSE results, followed our brilliant Ofsted and made 2012/13 a year to truly re-

member. As you will know, students at Burton Borough once again achieved record results for the sixth 

consecutive year. Whilst this would always be a cause for celebration, this years record results were 

achieved at a time when elsewhere results were going down. Burton Borough is now, comfortably, the 

comprehensive school with the highest results in Telford and Wrekin. Congratulations go to each and 

every student whose results reflect their hard work. I am immensely proud of them all. My thanks go to 

you, their parents, and my wonderful staff who taught the courses which have set our students on the 

path to long term success. The baton now passes to our current  Year 11, who we hope will record a   

seventh record year in 2014.  

Looking ahead, the new school year is absolutely full of promise. Plans for our major new buildings, 

funded through BSF, are nearly complete with the building work due to start around Easter 2014 (with 

the first phase complete for September 2015). Colleagues joining us are doing so at a very exciting time 

for Burton Borough. 

As with British Sport, I believe the school is entering a golden age. Thanks you for playing your part in 

this journey. 

 

Dave Hill  

Headteacher 

September 2013 

In this issue: 

EEL Days     House Information   Building Schools for the Future                       

Year 7—Meet the Tutor New School Day  New Staff            Sports News 

Basic Equipment  Dates for this Term  End of Last Term Fundraising 

  

Have you seen our new website?   www.burtonborough.org.uk  
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Progress, Reports and  

Parents Evenings 

 Progress 

Home 

Annual  

Reports 

Parents  

Evening 

Year 7 15th Nov 

6th June 

 

7th Feb 9th April 

Year 8 25th Oct 

24th Jan 

 

27th June 12th Dec 

Year 9 14th March 

13th June 

 

13th Dec 28th Jan 

Year 10 8th Nov 

17th Jan 

27th June 

 

4th April 8th May 

Year 11 18th Oct 

20th Dec 

9th May 

28th Feb 12th March 

Burton Borough School 

 Uniform Policy &  

  Contract  

  September 2013 

 

We need to keep our rules on uniform simple and 

straight-forward and it is much  appreciated when par-

ents and carers  support the school by restraining their 

child’s desire to indulge in extremes of style and  fashion.  

Full details of our Uniform Policy and Contract can be 

found on our school  website. 

Fundraising Rewards for Shopping  

Do you shop weekly for groceries online?  Are you an Ebay or Amazon        

devotee?  

Do you book holidays or buy insurance via the web?  Or are you beating the 

high street queues by ordering all your Christmas presents from the comfort 

of your own home?  

If the answer to any of these questions is YES, then you could be raising 

funds to support Burton Borough at the same time.   

There is no additional cost to you; the companies you shop with make a donation to our school from 

their own funds. All you need to do is long onto  www.easyfundraising.org 

Register with them and select Burton Borough as your nominated cause 

Then save the Easy Funding page in your bookmarks or favourites and open it when you want to make 

an on line purchase. 

Visit your desired website via the Easy Fundraising log-in page and shop as usual.  Everything else is 

done for you and you will receive an email informing you of the amount that has been donated. 

It’s that easy! We really would appreciate your support. Thank you. 

Mobile Device Policy/Procedure 

Mobile devices can be brought into school, but must not 

be used on site. If they are used, they will be confiscated. 

For full details on our procedure, please see the          

information on our school website. 

 

 www.burtonborough.org.uk/about-us/

information-for-parents/policies/  
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Welcome	to	our	New	Staff…….	
♦ Dr Court, Mr Morgan and Mr K.Hill join our Senior Leadership Team as Assistant Heads. 

♦ Miss J.Walsh new Head of Learning Area,  Miss A.Walsh, Mrs Royle and Mrs Hirst will 

join the team in the English  Department. 

♦ Mrs Hedges   (Second in Maths) and  Mr Bandhan join the Maths  Team. 

♦ Miss Lockett joins the Science Team. 

♦ Miss Brown has joined the PE Department, along with Mrs Harris who is based at BBS in 

her role as the local School Games Organiser. 

♦ Ms. Dakin is the new HLTA in Learning  Support. 

♦ Mr Blakeway is the new Assistant ICT Technician. 

♦ Miss Vadrot will be joining the team in MFL 

“Who do I contact if I have a query?” 

As you know, all children from each family have 

been placed in the same House in order to 

make this as easy as possible. The first point of 

contact should be with your child’s tutor 

(perhaps via their planner). After this, please 

use the House   structure as follows: 

 

To contact any of these staff, please use the 

Helpdesk number on 01952 386559 or email 

the helpdesk.bbs@taw.org.uk. Individual staff 

email     addresses are all on our website. All 

calls via the Helpdesk are logged so that we 

can ensure that each issue resolved. 

House Head of House Student Support 

Manager 

Lennon Mrs Alecock Mrs Muir 

Moore Mr Mainwaring Mrs Pickering 

Tolkien Mr Bell Mrs Richards 

A<enborough Mrs Tomlinson Mrs Jones 

Welcome To Year 7 

Welcome to our Year 7 students at the start of 

their first term at Burton Borough. 

Year 7  Meet the Tutor 

There will be an opportunity to meet your child's 

form tutor on Monday 14th October between 

3.30pm and 4.30pm to discuss any concerns or               

issues.  This is a  valuable opportunity to drop in 

and we hope you will take up the opportunity to do 

so. Further details to follow. 

New timings to our school day 

Please ensure that your son/daughter arrives to 

school by 8.45 as if any student is late, it will be 

logged onto the system and your child will be    

given a 20-minute Head of House lunchtime     

detention and you will receive an automatic email 

home. 

School now finishes at 3.15pm. 

CLL 8.50 am  9.15 am 

PERIOD 1 9.15 am 10.15 am 

PERIOD 2 10.15 am 11.15 am 

BREAK 11.15 am 11.35 am 

PERIOD 3 11.35 am 12.35 pm 

PERIOD 4 12.35 pm 1.35 pm 

LUNCH  1.35 pm 2.15 pm 

PERIOD 5 2.15 pm 3.15pm 

 Start Time End Time 
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Our New SLT from September 2013 

 

As there have been several changes to our Senior Leadership Team (SLT), 

we thought it would be helpful to clarify who everyone is and what their roles are. 

• Mr (D) Hill (Headteacher) 

Mr Hill is responsible for the overall development of the school. Day to day issues are 

managed by  others, whilst Mr Hill leads the School’s policies, links with Governors and     

liaison with Telford and Wrekin. His current focus is working on developments through 

Building Schools for the Future (BSF). 

“Live for today. Learn as if you were to live forever.” 

 

• Miss Brown (Deputy Headteacher) 

Miss Brown is responsible for the development of the Pastoral work of the school, which 

includes students behaviour, uniform and ‘Pupil Premium’. She works closely with our 

four Heads of House, EducaEon Welfare Officer and other support services. She also deals 

with any safeguarding issues that arise. Her current focus is on improving student          

behaviour—a never-ending task. 

“If you have to choose between being kind and right, choose being kind and you will        

always be right.” 

 

• Mr Richards (Deputy Headteacher) 

Mr Richards is responsible for the monitoring of student performance from Y7 to Y11, and 

helping each student meet or exceed their target grades. He also has overall responsibility 

for staff development in relaEon to teaching and learning. His current focus is on our new 

‘Staff Appraisal’ system. 

“Be the change you want to see in the world.” 

 

 

• Mrs McElduff (Business  Manager) 

Mrs McElduff has the  overall responsibility for all business elements of school life. These 

include the budget, Health and Safety, the budget, leJngs etc. She is the most senior 

member of the support staff. Her current focus is on the management of the BSF process. 

“Keep calm, go caravanning.” 
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• Mr (K) Hill (Assistant Headteacher) 

Mr Hill has joined us from Church Stre<on School, and is a specialist Geography teacher. 

Mr Hill has responsibility for supporEng the learning hub of Science, Technology and 

MathemaEcs (STEM), and promoEng links between these areas. He also leads on the      

development of the School’s brand. 

“You only get out of life what you put in.” 

 

 

 

• Mr Morgan (Assistant Headteacher) 

Mr Morgan has joined us from Cheslyn Hay, and is a specialist PE teacher . He also teaches 

HumaniEes. Mr Morgan has responsibility for supporEng the Learning Hub of English,    

HumaniEes and Modern Foreign Languages, and promoEng links between these areas. He 

also leads on ‘Travel to Learn’, and the development of our rewards systems. 

“Manners cost nothing.” 

 

 

• Dr Court (Assistant Headteacher) 

Dr Court has been at BBS for  over three years, and is a specialist Science teacher. Dr Court 

has       responsibility for supporEng the learning hub of ICT/Business, Arts, PE and Learn-

ing     Support and promoEng links between these areas. He also leads on Student Voice,          

including working with the School Council. 

"Obsessed with running up and down hills and constantly seeks ways to incorporate it into 

his lessons." 
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Behaviour Pyramid 

 

Behaviour for learning is a very important 

part of school life and we use a simple       

pyramid that can be found in the  students’ 

PSD. There will be consequences for     

reaching Phase 3 and Phase 4 which will   

result in detentions.  Any  serious poor      

behaviour could result in an  internal or      

external exclusion from school followed by a 

day in the Reintegration Room  (this is a    

quiet room with a   member of staff so that  

students can reflect on their behaviour and  

complete work for a day before being reinte-

grated back into school).  We   encourage all 

of our students to follow the  Community 

Code and  respect each other and the learn-

ing that takes place in the classroom. 
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A Homework Update:  

At the end of last term we launched Showmyhomework ; our new system for helping our     

students to organise their Personal Study; this system allows both students and parents to go 

online to see the tasks set, thus avoiding the excuse ‘we have not had any homework today’!  

As from this week this system is available to all students in KS3 and KS4. 

Showmyhomework Is a web-based application and can be accessed by smartphone, tablets 

or PC. There are two ways in which a student can access their homework: one is via              

no-password, open access, where after getting to the Burton Borough Homepage  there are a 

set of filters by year, subject and teacher; the other is via their own login.  We shall be           

distributing student logins during next week.  Please note that if a student loses or forgets their 

password, then provided that they know the name of their class and that of their teacher then 

the homework can still be accessed via the filters shown in the screenshot below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to know more about this or about our approach to homework then please 

come along to our Parents ‘Showmyhomework’ launch event which will take place from 6-7pm 

on Thursday 12th September.  At this evening we will be distributing parental logons too for this 

system. 

To go to the homework calendar then follow this link: https://
theburtonborough.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar . Alternatively, visit the 
site directly via the link from the homepage of our Burton Borough School website. 
If you have a subject-specific concern regarding homework, then please contact the relevant 

subject teacher.  If you have general concerns about your child regarding homework then their 

form tutor is the first port of call.   

Alternatively, please contact me if you have any other concerns. 

Stephen Richards, Deputy Headteacher 

stephen.richards@taw.org.uk  
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Coming Up Soon  

• Monday  9th September  Y10 InducEon Evening 6pm 

• Tuesday  10th September Y11 InducEon Evening 6pm 

• Thursday 12th September Homework Parents’ Evening 6pm 

• Friday 13th September MulE Day (anE bullying launch) 

• Thursday 19th September EEL Day 

BSF ConsultaEon Evening—4.30pm—7.30pm 

• Monday 30th September  Full Governors MeeEng 

• Thursday 3rd October Y8 Girls HPV VaccinaEons 

• Tuesday 8th October Open Evening 6.30pm—8.30pm 

• Wednesday 9th October Open Day 

• Thursday 10th October Open Day 

• Friday 11th October  Open Day 

• Thursday 17th October Parents’ Evening for Students who have AddiEonal 

EducaEonal Needs 4.30pm—6.30pm 

• Wednesday 23rd October Post 16 Parents’ Evening for Y11 and Y10 6.30pm—

8.30pm 

• Thursday 24th October EEL Day 

• Friday 25th October EEL Day 

Break up for half term (3.15pm) 

• Monday 4th November PD Day. No students in school 

• Tuesday 5th November Students in school 
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PSDs 

These are students’ ‘passports’ around school and also communication 

links with home, students must bring them every day. If any student does 

not bring their PSD with them,  they will be logged onto the system and 

your child will be given a 20-minute Head of House lunchtime detention.      

Parents you will receive an automated email home, to inform you of this. 

Praise   

This year we will continue to use the House points stamps, 

certificates and  postcards home but we will also be using a 

‘Positive Note’ which students can show their      parents. 

These are given as a reward for   making progress, for con-

tribution to learning/school or for just being kind and   help-

ful. 

When your child receives one of these it would be great if 

you could add you own reward at home. 

Congratulations and Good Luck 

• Miss Owen (English) takes on the 

role of Literacy  Co-ordinator at   

Burton Borough, leaving her role as 

Head of Lennon House. 

• Mrs Alecock (Science) has been 

appointed as the new Head of    

Lennon House. 

We wish them both all the very best of  

luck in their new roles. 

Contact Details  

Please remember to let us know if your 

contact details change. It is vital that we 

are able to contact parents and carers in 

the event of an emergency. 

 

We now have email details for 95% of 

parents and carers, but would like one for 

every parent. 

 

Please contact us as 

soon as possible if 

you have not already 

given us your email 

address. 

 

Looking to Plan a  

Holiday in 2014/15? 

Term dates are available on out website.  

Please remember  -  Holidays taken      

during term times will almost certainly 

NOT be authorised. Any holiday requests 

MUST be made on our  ‘Leave of        

Absence’ form which needs to be        

returned to school at least three weeks  

prior to your required date.  
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GCSE Results 2013 

Our results are now, by a significant margin, the highest of all the comprehensive 

schools in Telford and Wrekin. What a tremendous achievement. 

 

A copy of the full press release we sent at 

the 7me is on the opposite page. 

 

 

 2013 2012 2011 

5+ A* - C (including English and 

Maths) 

70% 69% 60% 

5+ A* - C 94% 87% 77% 

Achieved the EBacc 22% 13% 13% 

Achieved 5 or more A*/A  20% 17% 13% 
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Another record year of record results at Burton Borough 

 

GCSE results have improved yet again this year, with 94% of students 

obtaining 5 (or more) GCSEs A*- C (a 7% increase from 87% in 2012) 

and 70% of students obtaining 5 (or more) GCSEs including English 

and Maths A*- C (a 1% increase from 69% in 2012). 

 

A parEcular highlight this year is the performance of the most academic students in the 

school, with 16 students achieving 8 (or more) grades of A*/A. 

 

Individual results include:- 

 

♦ Shannon Evans           9A*, 2 A, 1B; 

♦ Bethany Trotman        6A*, 6A; 

♦ Cameron Armstrong     6A*, 5A; 

♦ Adam Taphouse          6A*, 6A; 

♦ Georgia Thorne           4A*, 7A; 

♦ Ruth Berry                 3A*, 8A; 

♦ Kirsty Frith                 3A*, 8A (and A at AS TexEles). 

 

 

The Headteacher, David Hill, commented, ‘Once again I am delighted by this year’s      

results which are a result of immense hard work by all this staff and students at Burton 

Borough. Everyone really has gone the extra mile this year, with a record number of  

revision sessions being just one example. I am parEcularly pleased with the                 

performance of our most able students, as support for our giSed and talented students 

has been a priority this year.  

We have many excepEonally able students at Burton Borough, and it is fantasEc to see 

them achieve their full potenEal. I wish all them well for the future.’ 

 

The Chairman of Governors, Paul Broomhead, added, ‘I am thrilled. This is the sixth  

consecuEve year of record results at the school, with 5+ A*-C including English and 

Maths now 27% higher than it was in 2007.I would like to thank the parents, students 

and parEcularly all the staff for an incredible year.  Following our tremendous Ofsted 

report, these results are the icing on the cake.’  
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Community Educa7on   

 

IT for Beginners 

This is a FREE 10 week  course 

 

This course is designed to be an introduc7on to compu7ng 

 for those who may have never touched a computer before. 

 

All courses from January 2014 will be NOCN accredited which are suitable for 

new students , and students who have done the non-accredited  

First Steps course previously. 

 

Wednesday 18th September—Wednesday 27th November 2013 

Burton Borough School, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 7DS 

 

 

Please contact Learner Services at Telford College to enrol 

Tel—01952 642237   Email—studserv@tcat.ac.uk 

The School Nurse 

Your school nurse is Rachel Osborne and can be contacted on 

01952 621340 for any health concerns.      

For parents of children with asthma get your FREE Asthma pack for children 

aged 6-12 available online form Asthma UK on  

http://www.asthma.org.uk/shop/my-asthma-pack-parents 
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New	Arrangements		

for		

Buses	at	3.15pm	

	
Our earlier finish to the school day, and our long running concerns about the safety of our stu-

dents, have led us to make a significant change to our arrangements at 3.15pm. 

 

The buses will now wait in the entrance road to the Sports Hall. Students will board their bus 

here, which means that they will not have to leave our site to do so. The buses will then turn 

right and leave via the bollards onto the Newport      bypass.  This will also mean that no bus will 

need to pass either Newport Infant School or Newport Junior School, resolving any potential 

danger here. 

 

We will monitor this carefully, although the early signs are very positive. 

EEL Days 

This year we have a fantas7c menu of ac7vi7es to extend and enrich learning that students in KS3 (Y7, 

Y8, Y9) can choose from. KS4 (Y10, Y11) students will have half-day and full-day learning ac7vi7es for 

English, Maths, Science and all Op7on subjects as well as a Year 10 Enterprise Day and a Year 11        

Futures Conference.  Please remember that students need to arrive in full uniform unless specified in a 

leHer from the  lead teacher  for a par7cular ac7vity. 

The dates are: 

· White Week  Thursday 19th September; 

• Blue Week Thursday 24th October ; 

• Blue Week Friday 25th October ; 

• White Week Fri 6th December ; 

• Blue Week Wednesday  5th February;  

• White Week Tue 4th March; 

• White Week Wed 5th March;   

• Blue Week Tuesday 6th May.  
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A new building for a new educational eraA new building for a new educational era  

 

After many years of discussion and delay, we are now very close to finalising the 

use of the £8 million investment in Burton Borough through BSF (Building Schools 

for the Future)   funding. 

As a result of this funding, we will be constructing a new two-storey teaching block 

of 44 teaching spaces. This will provide new accommodation for approximately  

90% of students’ time in lessons (all lessons other than PE, Music, Drama, Dance 

and some  ICT).  The new block will be built between the current English area and 

the Music block. Humanities will move temporarily onto the existing tennis courts 

in September 2015.  

Throughout our planning, the priority has been to ensure that the education of our 

current students is not compromised in any way. I am delighted that we have been 

able to achieve this outcome. 

Would you like to see what the building will look like? Would you like to see what  

the  layouts look like? Do you have any questions about ………… anything? Then 

come to our consultation evening on  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope to see you there. 

 

 

Mr Hill 

Headteacher 

 

    BSF @ BBS 

  Consultation Evening  

  Thursday 19th September         

4.30pm—7.00pm 

                        in ‘Create’ 

Burton Borough School, Audley Avenue, Newport 
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Parent View 
 

 

 

Ofsted have set up an online questionnaire for parents, which provides an      op-

portunity for all parents to give your views  on   Burton Borough. This can be com-

pleted at any time of the year. 

 

Hearing your views is very important to us. The questions take less than five 

minutes to answer, and help us enormously. We would be very grateful  indeed if 

you could complete  this questionnaire.  

 

Just click    Welcome to Parent View | Ofsted Parent View   or visit  

www. parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ Why not complete this now? It takes less than five 

minutes……. 

 

 

 

Have you noEced the new logos around school? At the start of this term, we have taken 

direct responsibility for our catering. This is no longer ‘out sourced’ to an external           

provider. 

We listened very carefully to the views of the School Council, and as a result we now 

have; 

 

 

 

 

 

Larger Por7ons 
Greater Choice 

Some Reduced Pric
es 



17 

Civic Sunday—July 2013 

I was very impressed with your pupil Blaney Beddow and her speech to the congregation at the 

Civic Sunday service today. She mentioned that her age group are more than interested in what 

is happening in Newport both now and in the future. Newport Town Council is always                                           

interested in hearing from the young people of the town and have since produced a Facebook 

page to attract their views. I would be very grateful if you could add the Facebook title to your 

next  newsletter to encourage them to post and use the page to keep up to date with all things 

affecting our town . It is called. “Newport Shropshire Town Council” 

 

Kindest regards, 

Councillor Peter Scott 

Newport Town Council. 

Late News 

from 2012/13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBS Band Tour to 

Holland 2013 

 

 

 

At the end of last term, the Burton Borough School Concert Band travelled to Kerkrade,        
Holland to take part in the World Music Contest- an international festival of music held every 
four years. Concert Band would be competing against bands from all over the world and they 
were adult bands, not youth bands. After months of rehearsing, they put on their best           
performance ever and won a Silver Award with a final score of 77. As well as Concert Band 
competing, Big Band also performed a great gig at the hotel that they were staying at,           
entertaining a large crowd of the other guests.  

The 70 students who took part in the trip were absolutely fantastic and could not have          
represented Burton Borough, Telford and the UK in better way. All the hard work of students 
and staff involved in the tour paid off and everyone is extremely proud of what they achieved in 
the contest.  

Late News 

from 2012/13 
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Late News 

from 2012/13 

Date of event 20
th

 June 2013 

Venue of event Oakengates – The Place Theatre 

Elite Dance Company -  Amy Oakey, Ellen Taylor, Elysse 

Jeffrey-Shaw, Jodie Teeling, Harley-May Talbot-Parker, 

Hollie Morris, Phoebe Davies Boydell, Lucy Allmark.  

It was quite a nervous feeling waiEng behind the wings,   

literally seconds before we went on stage. When we    

quietly made our way onto the dark stage before the 

first notes of the song we had been pracEsing for over 

half a term sounded across the speakers—we found   

ourselves dancing without being    nervous.  It felt the same as  all our pracEces.  It was just an amazing 

feeling, with the flashing lights glaring down on us from above. When we had finished the   audience      

suddenly burst into applause and then we bowed and quickly made our way off-stage. Sadly,  Hollie    

couldn’t perform as the track was skipped and wouldn’t re-play, which was a shame and when Jodie did 

her solo, she totally wowed the audience! When it was finally all over, we had all really enjoyed            

ourselves, and wanted to perform again! It was sad because Carys and Ashton were both unavailable to   

perform on the night (but really wanted to) and would have put in as much effort as they did in the BBS 

dance show. 

We have all come a long way since the first audiEon. In the audiEon, we were all grouped into 3s, and 

Mrs Goswell & Miss Bowdige taught us a rouEne, which we pracEsed for a while, before being asked to       

perform in the 3s, which we were then selected for Elite. We all a<ended the lunchEme pracEces on    

every Monday, and when/if they were needed - on a Friday aSernoon as well. All the pracEse really paid 

off though!! 

I really enjoyed performing at the HLC dance fest. It was such a nice atmosphere, and  we all put 100% 

effort into the rouEne as we represented our school.                                

By Lucy Allmark 

The Year 8 Cricket Team have become Telford area Cricket Champions! 

BBS scored 124 for 3 and Ercall Wood scored 70 all out.   

The whole team gave a fantas7c performance  - Well done to them all. 


