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The Burton Borough School 
                                A Specialist Arts College 

 

 

Heads Newsletter 
May 2014 

 

I am writing this introduction on the day after our fabulous 

“Leavers’ Assembly” at Burton Borough. I have lived through this 

day on many occasions, but it never ceases to bring a tear to my 

eye. The students were magnificent, and provided amazing                   

support for their friends who were brave enough to perform. Tom 

Monk’s tribute to Eurovision Song contest winner “Conchita Wurst”, 

will live long in all our memories. 

The pressure on students in Year 11 has never been greater. The 

level of qualifications required by Sixth Forms, Universities and 

employers seem to increase every year. At BBS our students                   

recognise this and really do give everything to achieve the best 

possible results. They are, of course, supported by an amazing 

group of teachers who really do go the extra mile. I very much 

doubt that there is another school in the entire country where there 

was an extra revision session provided on every single day of the 

Easter holidays. Amazing. 

The exam period itself doesn’t last long. This year it all ends on 

June 13th, when the last exam is sat. This year that is Maths 

(Paper 2). After this it’s all systems go for the Prom, and then                   

waiting until August 21st when the results arrive. 

Of course, if you are in Year 10 it reminds you that this is now less 

than a year until your exams start, and your “Leavers’                               

Assembly”………………... 

 

Dave Hill 

Headteacher 

  Introduction  
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Presentation Evenings  

As always, these four evenings were wonderful occasions. It is a shame that our hall 

is not larger  as it would be fantastic to invite more of our students who deserve to be 

there. Many congratulations to those of you who did receive an award. 

At the evening I read out a letter that Abraham Lincoln wrote to his son’s teacher, 

when he was about to start  school. I received a lot of positive feedback. I believe the 

message in this letter is as important now was it was when it was written 180 years 

ago. This is what was written: 

He will have to learn, I know,  

that all men are not just, 

all men are not true. 

But teach him also that  

for every scoundrel there is a hero; 

that for every selfish Politician,  

there is a dedicated leader... 

Teach him for every enemy there is a friend. 

 

Steer him away from envy, 

if you can, 

teach him the secret of 

quiet laughter. 

 

Let him learn early that  

the bullies are the easiest to beat ..... Teach him, if you can, 

the wonder of books...  

But also give him quiet time  

to ponder the eternal mystery of birds in the sky, 

bees in the sun,  

and the flowers on a green hillside. 

 

In the school teach him  

it is far more honourable to fail  

than to cheat...  

Teach him to have faith  

in his own ideas,  

even if everyone tells him  

they are wrong...  

Teach him to be gentle  

with gentle people,  

and tough with tough people. 
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Presentation Evenings  

 

 

 

Try to give my son  

the strength not to follow the crowd  

when everyone is getting on the band wagon...  

Teach him to listen to all men...  

but teach him also to filter  

all he hears on a screen of truth,  

and take only the good  

that comes through. 

 

Teach him if you can,  

how to laugh when he is sad... 

Teach him there is no shame in tears,  

Teach him to scoff at cynics  

and to beware of too much sweetness...  

Teach him to sell his brawn  

and brain to the highest bidders  

but never to put a price-tag  

on his heart and soul. 

 

Teach him to close his ears  

to a howling mob  

and to stand and fight  

if he thinks he's right.  

Treat him gently,  

but do not cuddle him,  

because only the test  

of fire makes fine steel. 

 

Let him have the courage  

to be impatient...  

let him have the patience to be brave.  

Teach him always  

to have sublime faith in himself,  

because then he will have  

sublime faith in mankind. 

 

This is a big order, 

but see what you can do...  

He is such a fine fellow,  

my son! 
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Year 11 

Key Dates 

Key dates

• 16th May onwards.  Attend 

all lessons in subjects where 

you have coursework 

and/or exams to complete

• 24th May to 1st June: Half 

Term

• 13th June: Last exam 

(Maths)

• 27th June: Y11 Prom

• 21st August: Results day

(Revision Programme) 
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                 EEL Day: When Zombies Attack! 

Lots of students took the chance to gain inspiration for future Halloween costumes by  

experimenting with a range simple techniques to create some effective gore in the Horror 

Movie Makeup FX sessions. We looked at some examples of how makeup effects are 

essential in the creation of certain movie characters, (CGI has its limits). 

Simple scars were created by using liquid latex to give a ‘peel’ back effect, while more 

gory gunshot wounds and ruptured pustules were modelled using special wax. Students 

added colour to the wounds with basic cosmetics in dark red shades, browns and black. 

The finishing touch was adding a bit of fake blood to give a glossy finish for ‘fresh’ 

wounds, created with some homemade ‘delicious’ blood, to a simple recipe of golden   

syrup, thinned with water and a dash of food colouring. 

There was some outstanding work from Mary Strickland, (who almost went ‘full Zombie’), 

while Cerys Linning and Holly Lakin, paid great attention to detail to create really          

effective  wounds. Jack Jones created a very realistic looking burn scar by layering a 

careful blend of colours over peeled latex.  

Overall the standard of effects achieved was amazing and we had a lot of fun in the     

process. There’s a chance that some of the future film industry’s leading FX artists are 

currently among us at BBS. So next Halloween don’t just opt for a tired old ghost/witch 

costume – GET CREATIVE and impress your friends by becoming a real horror!  

Mary Strickland  

Jack Jones with a nasty wound 

Cerys Linning     

working on Holly 

Lakin's wound 
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Parents beware: Holidays in term time may 
cost you more than you think  

Most people will be aware that a local family was recently fined roughly £1000 for        

refusing to pay the fines for taking their children out of local schools during term time. 

They also now have a criminal conviction.  

Government Guidance on leave during term time changed on 1st September 2013. Any  

unauthorised leave of 5 or more days will lead to a fine. Head teachers now have        

extremely limited discretion, and their decision is final. Full details of recent changes to 

the law are available on our website, as well as our own guidance. 

We do not want any of our families to face a fine or even worse a court case. Any        

request for leave during term time will almost certainly be refused, and could prove very 

costly. 

  Dave Hill      Trina Elliot 

  Headteacher    Education Welfare Officer 

Looking to Plan a  

Holiday in 2014/15? 

Term dates are available on out website.  

Please remember — Holidays taken      

during term times will almost certainly 

NOT be authorised. Any holiday requests 

MUST be made on our  ‘Leave of        

Absence’ form which needs to be        

returned to school at least three weeks  

prior to your leaving date.  

PD Days 

 

Please check our school 

website for details of our 

PD days. These may                

differ from the ones                 

posted on the Telford & 

Wrekin website. If in any 

doubt, please contact 

school  directly. 
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“Who do I contact if I have a query?” 

As you know, all children from each family have been placed in the same House in order to make 

this as easy as possible. The first point of contact should be with your child’s tutor (perhaps via their 

planner). After this, please use the House   structure as follows: 

 

To contact any of these staff, please use the Helpdesk number on 01952 386559 or email the 

helpdesk.bbs@taw.org.uk. All calls via the Helpdesk are logged so that we can ensure that each 

issue resolved. 

 

House Head of House Student Support   Manager 

Lennon Mrs Alecock Ms Dakin 

Moore Mr Mainwaring Mrs Pickering 

Tolkien Mr Bell Mrs Richards 

Attenborough Mrs Tomlinson Mr Garbett ( covering          

Mrs Jones) 

 

Contact Details  

Please remember to let us know if your contact details change. It is vital that 

we are able to contact parents and carers in the event of an emergency. 

 

We now have email details for 95% of parents and carers, but would like one 

for every parent. 

 

Please contact us as soon as possible if you have not already given us your 

email address. 
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Coming Up Soon  

Dates for your Diary 

• 23rd May 2014 Break up for Half Term (Finish at 3.15pm) 

• 27th - 30th May 2014 Revision Programme for Year 11 

• 2nd June 2014 School returns a@er half term break 

• 12th June 2014 World Cup Brazil 

• 26th June 2014 Year 6 Induc�on Day  

 

• 27th June 2014 Year 6 Induc�on Day 

• 7th July 2014 Year 10 Work Experience starts 

• 12th July 2014 Newport Show  

• 16th July 2014 Key Stage 3 Celebra�on Assembly 

(students only) 

• 18th July 2014 End of Term ( 12.35pm)  

• 3rd September 2014 New Term 2014/15  

  

  

  

  

  

  

• 4th July 2014  Mu@i Day  

• 26th June 2014 Evening Mee�ng for Parents 

• 19th June 2014 Sports Day 

• 27th June 2014 Year 11 Prom 
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ATTENDANCE – some reminders: 

If your child is ill you must contact the school as soon as  possible,   

giving us the following  information: 

• Your child’s name, year and form group; 

• Reason for absence and nature of illness; 

• Likely length of absence if known. 

You can inform us by one of the following methods: 

By contacting the Attendance Office on 01952 386554                   

(answer phone in             

operation so please leave a message),  

E-mail: attendance.bbs@taw.org.uk  

Phone Reception 01952 386500. 

Please do not be alarmed if we call to check on your 

absent child’s progress for  

our records. 

 

If you need to inform us of future medical or other   

appointments you can do so  

by: 

• using the same contact details,  

• sending in a letter,  

• writing a note in their PSD, 

• E-mailing your child’s tutor (their address can be found on the 

school web site). 

 

ATTENDANCE 
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Giant Easter Egg Raffle 

 

Thanks to all who bought tickets for the raffle – it raised just over £80. 

 

The winner Lewis Hughes then donated the egg to Hope House. 

 

 

Peter Brench 

Tutor 
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Get caught 
reading! 

 

Every week, a member of staff has been        
recommending a book they really enjoyed 
reading which they would like to recommend 
to our students.  This is part of our big push to encourage our students to read for          
pleasure. Did you know that reading has the biggest  impact on attainment for students 
when they are in Key Stages 3 and 4 (even more than KS2). Students who read every 
week achieve higher than those who don’t ACROSS THE CURRICULUM.  An extensive 
new survey has found that students who read throughout KS3 and KS4 achieve 9%     
average better results in MATHS than those who don’t.  The books  recommended so 
far are: Fever Pitch by Nick Hornby (Mr D Hill), Lord of the Rings by Tolkien                              
(Mr Richards), Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain (Mr Morgan), Dune by Frank Herbert 
(Dr Court), Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown (Mr K Hill),  An Idiot Abroad by Karl Pilkington 
(Mr Vinters), On The Road by Jack Kerouac (Mr S Hall) and the Roy Grace series by  
Peter James (Mr Bell). 
 
Encourage your children to succeed – make time to read.   
 
Christine Owen, Literacy Co-ordinator 
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Governor	Vacancies	–	September	2014	

What do Governing Bodies do? 
 

All Schools have a Governing Body.  It is made up of a collection of people who have an interest in helping 
the school to provide the best possible education for their students by: 
 

• thinking and working strategically to help to raise standards 

• monitoring and evaluating progress towards the school’s priorities and targets 

• supporting the head and staff as well as challenging their expectations 

• accounting to all stakeholders for the school’s overall performance and for the decisions they have 

made. 
 
But what do Governors actually do? 

Governing bodies:  

• Set the overall budget for the school 

• Decide on the number of staff 

• Help to decide the priorities for improving the school when the school improvement plan is being 
drawn up 

• Ensure the National Curriculum is taught to all pupils 

• Set targets for pupil achievement 

• Publish national test and exam results 

• Compare the performance of their school to similar schools 

• Receive information about the quality of teaching in the school 

• Have a published strategy for dealing with parental complaints and concerns 

• Ensure health and safety issues are addressed 

• Set the times of school sessions 
 
Our governing body.... 

• works closely with the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team 

• makes decisions collectively as a team 

• conducts its business through meetings, usually two full governing body meetings each term;                    
committees will also meet regularly 

• is made up of 20 members.  This is made  up of parents, staff, members of the community and local 
authority representatives 

 
Governing bodies don’t: 
 

• Inspect the school 

• After visiting the school, report  back on the quality of                  
teaching 

• Authorise all expenditure 

• Share concerns about staff capability 

• Decide on how pupils are taught different subjects 
 

	

	

From September 2014, we will have a  parent governor vacancy  on our Governing Body. 

The closing date for nomina�ons is Friday 26th September 2014. 

For an applica�on form, please email Caroline Stokes, Heads PA, caroline.stokes1@taw.org.uk, or download 

an applica�on form from our school website.  

• Have the right to exclude a pupil 

• Write the school’s policies on 
their own 

• ‘Rubber stamp’                                 
recommendations 

• Automatically approve all                    
apologies sent by governors 

• Need to be aware of the                    
performance 
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Star�ng from Monday 2
nd

 June we move to the summer uniform policy and students have 

the op�on to leave their blazer at home.  Please note however that Hoodies are not to be 

worn instead of blazers but students may wear a navy blue V neck jumper (op�onal).  Socks 

must be plain blue or black or black, navy or flesh coloured �ghts.  Ties must be worn                     

correctly in school, at the start of every lesson, at the end of every lesson, in-between                     

lessons, in the hall and at all other �mes except lunch�me whilst outside.  Staff will use their 

discre�on in their classrooms and let students know if �es can be taken off in their lesson if it 

is a   par�cularly hot day.  Year 11 students need to aHend all their exams in full uniform and 

bring their own equipment. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support with our uniform policy 

this academic year as skirts and trousers are now appropriate and students look smarter 

than ever and ready to learn. 

 

We s�ll have a liHle way to go with a few  students who are s�ll wearing incorrect shoes and 

heavy makeup and also a very few students who are s�ll wearing ear gauges, non-stud                    

earrings, bracelets, non charity wristbands, facial piercings or extreme fashion hairs styles/

colour.  These items will be confiscated if they are worn in school from September. 

 

Equipment for learning has also been a real problem this year.  We need to ensure that all 

students have a pencil case from September and bring the following equipment which is 

listed on the right and includes a reading book. We will be asking students to take out their 

pencil cases and PSDs in CLL for an equipment check every day and at the start of each                    

lesson.  Students without their equipment for learning will be entered on the daily ABC log 

from September.  

 

The uniform policy is on the next page so that you can purchase correct uniform for                   

September and thank you once again for your con�nued support; looking smart, leading by 

example and being prepared to learn really is important to us at Burton Borough School. 

Summer Uniform & Equipment for Learning 
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Boys and Girls Uniform Comment 

Blazer 

  

Navy blue blazer with badge on chest 

pocket and sleeves rolled down 

  

NO student is permiHed to not wear 

their blazer in and around school              

except for summer uniform a@er May 

half term. Blazer sleeves are NOT                   

allowed to be rolled up. 

Trousers Standard black trousers NO leggings, hipster, skinny, flared 

trousers, jeans or trousers with                

exposed fashion buHons, laces or zips. 

Belts Plain black belt NO large belt buckles. 

Skirt Navy blue coHon skirt, Year 11 students 

can wear a black coHon skirt 

NO blue or black jersey skirts and skirts 

MUST NOT be rolled up. 

Shirt 

  

  

  

Sky blue shirt or blouse, Year 11 must 

wear a white shirt.  These may be either 

long or short sleeved but must be capa-

ble of being tucked into trousers or skirts 

and must be tucked in at all �mes. There 

must be a top buHon that can be done 

up so that the clip-on �e can be 

aHached. 

NO Short fiHed blouses or un-tucked 

shirts. 

  

Jumper Navy blue “V” necked sweater (op�onal) 

worn underneath their blazer. Year 11 

Senior Students may wear a black jump-

er with school logo 

NO Hoodies and they are not to be 

worn as either a jumper or a coat,              

except for Year 11 ‘BBS Leavers Hood-

ies’ in the last full week of their term. 

Tie School Tie – Clip-on with House colour. 

Students who represent their County/

Region/Country in any form of Sport or 

Expressive Art and have been awarded a 

�e can wear this in place of their school 

�e as a privilege. Students must seek 

permission by the Head of House. Year 

11 Senior Students wear a navy blue �e. 

NO �es unclipped or posi�oned lower 

than the top buHon in school. 

Socks Plain, dark socks. NO coloured socks or leggings. 

Tights Black, navy or flesh coloured. NO paHerned �ghts, lace �ghts,                  

fishnet �ghts, coloured �ghts or foot-

less �ghts. 

We need to keep our rules on uniform simple and straighRorward and it is 

much appreciated when parents and carers support the school by restraining 

their child’s desire to indulge in extremes of style and fashion. 
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Shoes Sensible, plain, black leather or PVC 

leather school shoes with sensible heels 

(height 3cm).  They must be plain black 

shoes and if they have laces they must 

be black. 

NO fabric, canvas, trainers, converse, sports 

shoes, pumps, sandals, creepers, wedges, 

dance slippers, sling backs, mules or boots. 

  

Coat Coats are to be worn over uniform to 

and from school. 

NO coats worn in school and they must not 

have inappropriate logos 

Bag Large enough and strong enough to carry 

the necessary books 

NO small handbags that cannot fit books 

Make up Subtle make-up is acceptable at KS4 - 

this is natural founda�on and includes 

clear nail varnish 

NO makeup is allowed in KS3. 

NO blusher or bronzer, a subtle coat of 

mascara. 

NO thickly coated eyelashes, false                         

eyelashes, eye shadow, and eyeliner or 

pencilled in eyebrows. 

NO false nail extensions, clip-on nails or 

coloured nail varnish 

Teachers reserve the right to ask students 

to remove excess make-up at their                

discre�on. 

Hair Styles Sensible hair styles. NO extreme hair colour or styles such as 

backcombed hair or shaved paHerns 

Hair Accesso-

ries 

Plain, dark blue or black hair bands or 

bobbles. 

NO coloured hair bands, bobbles or large 

flowers 

Jewellery A watch and one small plain gold or sil-

ver stud per ear. All other body piercings 

(tongue, nose, lips, belly buHon, eye-

brow etc.) are forbidden on the grounds 

of health and safety in and around 

school. 

Two charity wristbands are permiHed 

and in addi�on one An� Bullying wrist-

band 

A religious bangle may be worn and any 

religious necklace can be worn under-

neath the shirt which if it is confirmed in  

wri�ng by the parent 

NO large earrings, ear gauges, ear cuffs, 

dangly earrings or fashion earrings 

NO body piercings  - tongue, nose, lip, belly 

buHon, eyebrow etc 

NO bangles, bracelets or non-charity                 

wristbands, non-House charity badges 

NO rings 

Contact 

Lenses or 

Glasses 

Prescrip�on lenses and glasses only. NO coloured contacts or fashion glasses. 

  

The school reserves the right to confiscate items that are being worn or used inappropriately and can ban 

unforeseen items that may come under ‘fashion items’ but are not specifically stated in our uniform 

code.  This uniform is available from Mary Tots and Teens in Newport.  If you have any doubts or                     

concerns please contact your child’s Student Support Manager. 



22 

 

We recently welcomed madam Rose Nysengo of Makunga primary school, Kenya to BBS. 

Rose visited us with Helen Osterfield, the Headteacher of Tibberton primary school.                  

Makunga school has a primary and secondary phase and Mrs Osterfield and her team at 

Tibberton have been developing links with the primary phase of the school over a number 

of years. We have begun developing our links with the secondary phase,  with one  of our 

staff members visiting Makunga in October this year. Although Rose teaches in the                        

primary phase she was delighted to be given the opportunity to visit BBS, meet our staff 

and students and see a busy secondary school in action. During the day Rose saw a                   

fantastic performance of songs from the musical 'Annie' in the Attenborough assembly, 

visited lessons in school and met year 7 students Scarlett Gittens, Ellen Hodskinson, Leah 

Bate, Lewis Gregory, Jordan Duggan and Louis Bradford who held a Question  and           

Answer session with Rose and gave her letters that their class had written for the pupils of 

Makunga secondary phase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rose was absolutely blown away the kindness and friendliness of the staff and the                     

students and the positive ethos and engagement in learning around school. She was also 

amazed by the technology used in lessons; for example students were using QR codes to 

access revision materials in a science lesson she visited.  

We are excited by the opportunity to develop the links further with Makunga and see this 

as a great opportunity for our students to engage in the world outside of Shropshire and 

the UK.  

 

Creating Gobal Links at BBS 
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TCAT Nominations for  
Year 10 and 11 for Engineering 

After following a Travel 2 Learn course at Telford College of Arts and 
Technology, William Macereth-Robinson and Benn Wassell have both 
been nominated as ‘Students of the Year’. Jim Welch from TCAT gave 
us the below comments on William and Benn. Jim said ‘both students 
have been a pleasure to teach’. We wish them both all the very best.  

 

William Macereth – Robinson 

A very polite student who has worked well for 2 years and has achieved stu-
dent for the year for the 2nd time. William has consistently produced work of 
an excellent standard and appears to particularly enjoy Wiring and Testing 
Electrical Circuits. The NVQ course has given William the confidence to ap-
ply for apprenticeships, where he will be already as qualified as a first year 
apprentice. 

 

Benn Wassell 

Benn has worked well all year and has achieved distinctions in all his as-
signments (subject to verification). In addition he has also achieved his City 
and Guilds Health and Safety award (level 2).  

He is a very courteous student who always helps his peers. He always 
works safely and has machined components for his assignments to a very 
high standard. Well done Ben. 
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School Fantasy Football reached a drama�c climax as the Premier League season       

finished on Sunday 11
th

 May. There was excitement right un�l the last kick, with Mrs 

Richardson leapfrogging Mr Vinters on the final day of the season to clinch the �tle. 

There was also great drama between Joe Whiles (year 9) and Jack Prince (year 11). 

Jack’s team ‘Nice to Michu’ pipped Joe’s team ‘Dynamo Chicken Kiev’ to 3
rd

 place 

(and best placed student) by only one point! It really can’t get any closer than that. 

Jack is absolutely delighted to win best placed student and is thrilled with his prize of 

an England shirt, just in �me for the World Cup in Brazil. Well done Jack! I hope all 

the 67 players enjoyed the fantasy season as much as I did. Well done to all of you 

and thank you for making it such a fun and exci�ng compe��on.  

Enjoy the World Cup!  

                                                  Mr Philpin 
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This year they moved up in to the Advanced category and so were 
competing against crews in the Under 14 Advanced category.  

They danced on the Saturday in the preliminary rounds against some 
amazing crews and qualified for the finals on Sunday.   

On Sunday they went out and really smashed it and were absolutely 
thrilled to be awarded the Under 14 Advanced Runners up trophy in 
the final. 

It was an absolutely fantastic experience for Jodie to be dancing 
against the best Advanced crews in Europe and we are really proud 
of her achievements. 

  

 

Results for European Street Dance                             

Championships 2014  
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On the last EEL day 54 Key Stage 

3 students were selected to                

participate in the Leadership 

course.   Throughout the morning, 

Burton Borough students                            

participated in a number of team 

building exercises.  The focus was 

‘the different roles when                     

organising an sporting event'.  In 

the    afternoon the Leaders led a 

number of Striking and Fielding 

events for 120 primary school  

students, the schools involved 

were, Moorfield, Newport Infant 

and Church Aston School.  

 

The Burton Borough school 'Sport Ambassadors' have organised their first sporting 
event.  The 'Sports Ambassadors' who's role it is to promote and develop school 
sport, were given the task of planning, organising and running a sporting activity.  The 
event was a great success and the ambassadors are now looking to organise a big-
ger event. 
 
 

Sport Ambassadors and Leaders 
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Burton Borough School Frames 

www.burtonboroughschoolframes.org.uk 
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 Notes from Head of House: 

There is only one place to start with this issue and that is the fantastic House Celebrations 

evening that took place on the 1st of May 2014.  The night was a lovely chance to say well done 

to some of the fantastic students from Moore House and celebrate all their  achievements.  

Well done to all the winners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs from the evening 

 

 

This is our chance to say a fond farewell to all the Year 11 students form Moore House.  You 

have been an integral part of our house since it was first introduced.  We wish you all a great 

future with whatever your chosen path. 
 

 

Kevin Mainwaring 

Head of Moore House 
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Lennon	House	

News	

 

Celebrating Success, Overcoming Challenge,  

Supporting Others 

 

What a lot has been packed into this very short half term! By far the most 

significant event for Lennon House has been our Celebration Evening. 

Many students received awards that celebrated the successes that they 

have had over this last year. It was a wonderful night, made even more   

special by our three performers; Jacob Simmons, Emily Rodwell and Elliot 

Scott. I extend a warm thank you to all the parents and students that          

attended and supported the event. I’m sure that you will agree that we have 

a very talented group of students in our house, who thoroughly deserve 

every award presented that night. 

 

In this coming half term, we have two fantastic days to look forward to; 

Sports Day and Sponsored Walk. Both of these events are a great chance 

for Lennon House to come together and overcome the challenges that    

competitive sport and fundraising can bring. I really would like to see every 

member of the house take part in sports day and I have reminded students 

that it is the taking part and challenging ourselves that counts. In one of my 

first assemblies this year, I shared the story of my first triathlon. I am a 

hopeless swimmer, but by giving it a go for the first time, I have already 

caught the bug. I am now already training to try and beat last year’s time at 

Ludlow this coming October. Who knows what partaking in sports day may 

lead to our students achieving… 
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An English Country Garden  

It was an English Country Garden that students and staff from Burton Borough 

were trying to create this EEL day.  Learning Support acquired an allotment a few 

months ago and this week saw the first real opportunity to cultivate and plant a                

variety of seeds,  fruit and vegetables. 

The allotment has been donated to us as part of a project for students to create a 

garden to attract wildlife using natural resources and equipment found at the                          

allotment. We can also grow and eat whatever we produce there. So roll on summer 

and fabulous strawberries!  The garden will be judged during the summer by the 

head gardener at Weston Park so we’re pulling out all the stops to be gold                       

medalists… Next stop Chelsea Flower Show!. 

The plan is very simple really. Seeds and plants to attract bees, insects and birds. 

Fruit and veg for us to eat and features to make our garden look fabulous. 

We had a selected group of students who worked on various parts of the garden but 

all of the students were very taken with the allotment cat who stayed with us for most 

of the day. 

 Our greatest asset was Mr Bates one of our Governors, whose skills in this area 

were priceless! 

We dug, weeded, planted, wove paths and wheelbarrowed to our hearts                 

content….and it  remained dry all day! 

Watch the BBS website for more updates and possible presentations about the                   

allotment. 

Ms Bowen 
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