
GCSE Geography 
 
What will I study? 
The Edexcel A Specification focuses on 
the challenges faced by the United 
Kingdom in an ever-changing world.  
You will cover a wide range of topics: 
weather hazards and climate change; 
ecosystems, biodiversity and 
management; the changing 
landscapes of the UK; changing cities; 
global development; and finally, 
resource management.  You will carry 
out two full fieldwork days, developing 
key geographical enquiry skills, whilst 
furthering your human and physical 
investigations. 
 
What qualification will the course lead 
to? 
A GCSE in Geography.  This is a single 
award so you end up with one GCSE 
pass in Geography. Geography is also 
an English Baccalaureate subject, so 
carries extra importance when 
considering further education.  
 
How would it help me in future? 
GCSE Geography opens the door to a 
fantastic range of jobs and interests.  
The subject covers a wide range of skills 
from navigation to investigation, 
problem solving and analysis, all highly 
sought after by employers.  If you are 
interested in a variety of careers to do 
with the environment and our future; if 
you would like to deepen your 
understanding of the world around 
you, then Geography is for you.  
 
Combining GCSE Geography with 
other subjects could lead to jobs in 
surveying, nature conservation, 
architecture, teaching, tourism, civil 
aviation, the police or armed services, 
selling and marketing products to 
mention but a few. 
 
GCSE Geography is a course open to 
anyone with a mind that enquires into 

the world that surrounds us.  
Geographers are desirable in the 
workplace not only because of their 
diverse knowledge but also their well-
balanced skill set.  
 
How will my work be assessed? 
Three written exams at the end of year 
11 on: the physical environment, the 
human environment, and 
geographical investigations.  There is 
no coursework. 
 

 
Will all my study be in school? 
No, home learning and fieldwork are 
important parts of the course. It will be 
necessary for you to read around the 
subject at home and to have ‘open 
eyes’ when it comes to related affairs 
that regularly appear in the news.   
 
What will be especially important for 
me to succeed on the course? 
You need to have an interest in people, 
the way they live and the challenges 
they face in everyday life. Good 
Geographers often see themselves as 
managers, decision-makers, wanting to 
make a difference. 
 
Who are the best people to see for 
more information? 
Mr Warren, Head of Geography. 

 



GCSE History 
 
What will I study? 
Paper 1 
Thematic study. Crime and 
Punishment through time, 
c.1000-present and a 
historic environment, 
Whitechapel. This is a study 
of one thousand years that 
looks at change and 
continuity in crimes, law enforcement 
and punishments.  
 
Paper 2   
Period study: Superpower Relations and 
the Cold War, 1941-91. This unit focuses 
on the rise in tension between the great 
powers, key crises and the ending of the 
Cold War. 

 
British depth study: Early 
Elizabethan England, 
1558-88. This will focus 
on the religious tensions 
at the start of her reign, 
focusing on Mary 
Queen of Scots and the 
Spanish Armada.  
 

Paper 3  
Modern depth study: 
Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-39. 
The fall of the 
Weimar Republic 
and the rise of the 
Nazi Party into power. Interpretations of 
life in Nazi Germany will also be studied.  
 
What qualification will the course lead to? 
GCSE Edexcel 9-1. This is a single award 
so you end up with one GCSE pass in 
History. History is also an English 
Baccalaureate subject.  
 
How would it help me in future? 
The world is changing fast and it can be 
scary.  However, having an interest in the 
past can help us identify trends and 
patterns that our world might be 
following.  You will become a very well 
equipped student in the skills needed for 
life and work in the 21st Century. Your 

ability to question sources will help you 
make informed judgements in life. You 
will become more confident in forming & 
communicating an argument with strong 
evidence and explanation.  You will 
become better at understanding a lot of 
information quickly and also being able 
to select what is important.  These skills will 
equip you for all areas of working life. 
 
How will my work be assessed? 
There are three exams at the end of Y11: 
Paper 1: Written examination: 1 hour and 
15 minutes 30% of the qualification 
Paper 2: Written examination: 1 hour and 
45 minutes 40% of the qualification 
Paper 3: Written examination: 1 hour and 
20 minutes 30% of the qualification 
Will all my study be in school? 
You will be set regular homework; there 
will be independent research and 
background reading.  Assessment will be 
based on practice exam questions; you 
will be regularly told what grade you’re 
working at and how to progress.  
What will be especially important for me 
to succeed on the course? 
Your literacy skills will help you to express 
your ideas clearly and develop your 
understanding.  You will need to be an 
independent learner willing to take 
responsibility.  You will learn from closing 
the gap feedback.  Many pupils 
overachieve in History because of their 
open attitude to feedback!  
 
What requirements do I need to be 
accepted onto the course? 
It’s open to everyone but you should 
have a keen interest in how the past has 
impacted the world we live in today.  
 
Who are the best people to see for more 
information? Ms Wigley, Head of History. 


