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Dear Families, 

 

Re: Lateral flow testing for students – important information 

 

I hope you all had a well-earned half term break last week!  The sun is shining as I write this letter and 

there is a sense that Spring is on its way, something that I know we will all have been looking forward 

to following the dark winter months.   

 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday, I am writing today to inform you that all 

students will be required to return to school from Monday 8th March 2021.  As part of this return, the 

government would like both students and staff to have asymptomatic testing using ‘lateral flow tests’ 

(LFT).  According to the guidance released yesterday, schools are able to stagger the start dates in 

the first week back to achieve this.  The start dates for each year group is therefore as follows: 

 

• 8th March:  Year 11 

• 9th March:  Year 10 

• 10th March:  Year 9 

• 11th March:  Year 8 

• 12th March:  Year 7 

 

Attendance to school from the relevant year group start date above will be mandatory.  Lateral flow 

testing requires consent from families. 

 

As I have mentioned in previous letters, I have been gathering as much information as I can on the 

LFTs as I wanted to enable families to make an informed decision on whether they would like to give 

consent for their child/children to have the test.  I also wanted to give you an understanding of how 

it will impact your child/children during the school day.  The next section of my letter has been laid out 

in an FAQ-style format which I hope you will find useful before completing the survey we will be sending 

out shortly.   

 

Information on Lateral Flow Testing at Burton Borough School 

 

What is a Lateral Flow Test? 

A lateral flow test is a rapid COVID-19 test where results are provided in 30 minutes.  These are different 

to the Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) tests that you would have if you develop COVID-19 

symptoms and go to a testing centre as these tests are sent to a laboratory which takes a longer 

period of time to give a result. 

 

Results are shown in a way similar to a pregnancy test – one line means the result is negative and two 

lines means it is positive. 

 

Which type of Lateral Flow Test would my child be using and where are they made? 

The LFTs that Burton Borough School has been provided with are the Innova SARS-CoV-2 Antigen Rapid 

Qualitative Test from China. 

 

How will the tests be administered? 

All students will be expected to carry out the tests on themselves, unless there is a particular reason 

e.g. a special educational need, where they would be unable to.  Members of BBS staff who have 

been trained will monitor the process to ensure students are carrying out the tests according to the 

government guidelines. 
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What will my child have to do? 

When your child arrives at the main hall for their test, they will firstly need to register the barcode that 

they will be given.  If your child has a mobile device, this would be very helpful and save time.  For 

students who do not have a device, a member of staff will help register them on a laptop. 

 

Your child will have a swab to rub on their tonsils for 10 seconds (five seconds each side).  The swab 

will then need to be carefully removed without touching the tongue or roof of the mouth and entered 

into each nostril and turned 5 times.  The swab will then be placed in a tube of liquid by a member of 

staff and the liquid will be dropped onto the lateral flow device.  Your child will sit in a separate area 

of the main hall to wait for their test result. 

 

Who will the adults be who will monitor and process the tests? 

All of the adults will be members of the Burton Borough community.  These include all members of the 

catering team, some pastoral team members, members of staff from the SEND department, some of 

the admin team and some of the senior leadership team.  No teaching staff will be used so that they 

can focus on teaching classes. 

 

What training have staff had? 

Depending on their mass testing responsibility, staff have completed the relevant online training (8 

modules altogether) for their role.  This included reading information, watching videos and completing 

several multiple-choice tests. 

 

If staff are carrying out lateral flow testing, how will they be able to carry out their own duties? 

Staff members will only be able to carry out what they can in terms of their own duties during the 

period of lateral flow testing.  This will mean that there will be no food served from the food huts as 

canteen staff will be heavily involved with the testing (students will need to bring in packed lunches 

as they did back in September) and there may be a delay in members of the pastoral teams and 

admin teams getting back to families with any queries.  In terms of SEND TA support, this may not be 

at the level that we would usually provide but we will do what we can to ensure our students receive 

the support they require.  Where possible, we will have staff who work closely with students on a rota 

so that the same staff/students will not be impacted each time. 

 

Why don’t you use volunteers? 

The government has said that volunteers may be used without DBS checks.  However, as a school, we 

are not comfortable with this from a safeguarding point of view.  We are very thankful that we already 

have a few parents who are medically trained who have offered their help should we require it.  If you 

or a family member is medically trained and would like to volunteer, please let us know.  Initially, we 

will be mainly using our staff. 

 

How long will my child be out of lessons for if I choose to let them have the lateral flow test? 

The whole process from your child leaving their classroom, getting to the main hall, registering their 

barcode, administering the test, waiting for the result (30 mins), and returning to class will take 

approximately one hour.  This may be at the start of a lesson so that they will have to catch up on the 

work missed in their own time or it may be across two separate lessons – again, they will need to catch 

up on the work in their own time.  Your child’s LFT appointment may also go into break or lunch time.  

If this is the case, your child will be allowed to eat their packed lunch after they have carried out the 

test and waiting for their results.  This is incredibly important as tests cannot be carried out within 30 

minutes of eating. 

 

The one-hour time slot is just a guideline on how long we believe the testing will take following a run-

through.  This time may be lengthened for example if there are issues with the registration process (as 

we found happened during the run through with the website) or if there is a need to clean any vomit 

that may occur if a child who is testing before your child feels unwell from the test.  It may also be 

shorter than an hour if everything runs smoothly. 
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Why can’t my child take the test home so that no learning time is lost? 

Until yesterday’s announcement, the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 

had not given permission for tests to be used in this way.  This includes staff in secondary schools.  

Currently, primary school staff are able to take their tests home as a pilot which has been authorised 

by the MHRA. 

 

It is the government’s intention that the first three tests will be carried out in school and subsequent 

tests will be carried out at home twice a week.  We will seek clarification that the tests have been 

approved by the MHRA to be used in this way for children under the age of 18. 

 

Will my child be able to attend school if I do not give them consent to have the lateral flow testing? 

Yes.  Your child will be able to attend school from the specific date for their year group (see first page). 

 

I am concerned that some students will not be doing the tests as it is optional.  What additional 

measures will be in place? 

According to the guidance, from the 8th March, all students (unless they are exempt and we have 

issued them an exemption card) will be required to wear face masks indoors, including in the 

classroom as an extra layer of protection.  This is because social distancing will not be possible in 

classrooms. 

 

Why is there controversy over the use lateral flow tests and the tests themselves? 

The accuracy of the LFTs has been questioned during various pilots.  The government’s own 

documents state that if a self-trained member of the public administers the test, the accuracy in the 

test picking up a positive case is 58% (compared to 79% if carried out by a laboratory scientist or 73% 

by trained healthcare staff).  There are reports that when the pilot in Liverpool was carried out, the 

tests picked up 48.8% of positive cases and the Birmingham University pilot picked up 3.2% of positive 

cases.  There have since been peer reviews that question the validity of the use of data in the Liverpool 

and Birmingham University pilots although this is not conclusive. 

 

As you will be aware, when it was first announced that close contacts of positive cases would be 

allowed to stay in school if families gave consent for students to administer a test daily for seven school 

days, I was extremely concerned because of the reports/research/studies of how inaccurate the tests 

were and that it would contribute to spreading the virus not only in the Burton Borough community, 

but also the Newport community and beyond.  As a result, I was relentless in trying to ascertain 

information from the Department for Education (DfE) during various webinars and forums and was 

finally put in touch with a face to face online meeting with the Head of Delivery for West Midlands 

Central on the 14th January 2021.  In the meeting, I asked about the pilots in Liverpool and Birmingham 

and requested how accurate the LFTs were in picking up cases when children, aged 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 

and 16 administered the tests themselves.  I was assured that I would receive a response by the end 

of the week or early the following week but unfortunately, the information was never sent to me. 

 

I felt that these were very important questions because if the data showed that nearly 0% of tests 

came back positive when they were administered by children, families would need to know to make 

an informed decision on whether they would want their child to miss out on significant amounts of 

learning time for something that was highly inaccurate.  As I was not sent the information that I was 

promised, I am afraid families will need to make their own decisions on whether to give consent. 

 

The serial testing of close contacts to allow them to remain in school was ‘paused’ on the 20th January 

2021 as the tests had not been approved to be used in this way by the Medicines and Healthcare 

Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA).  This means that if there is a positive case, a bubble will be 

closed.  As we did in September, this will most likely be half a year group (approximately 130 students). 
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How come I have a child at another school who received a letter saying that the lateral flow tests were 

99.68% accurate? 

The letter originally provided by the Department for Education was highly misleading and was 

withdrawn on the 7th January 2021.  Lateral flow tests are 99.68% accurate in identifying those without 

Covid and not those who have Covid. 

 

I heard that the instruction leaflet says that the tests are ‘intended for use by trained clinical laboratory 

personnel specifically instructed and trained…’ 

The instruction leaflet does say that the intended use of the tests are for trained clinical laboratory 

personnel.  However, on the 23rd December 2020, the MHRA issued an ‘exceptional use authorisation’ 

for the Department of Health and Social Care for the tests to be carried out by individuals for 

asymptomatic testing 

 

Will my child get a positive result if they have a virus or bacterial infection that is not related to Covid-

19? 

According to the instruction leaflet that came with the tests, yes, this is possible. 

 

What happens if a student in my child’s bubble tests positive? 

All students in that bubble (usually half a year group) will be sent home and asked to isolate for 10 

days.  Learning will resume online via Teams. 

 

How will teaching and learning be affected while routine mass testing is happening at Burton Borough 

School? 

There will be some impact on the quality of teaching and learning as teachers may possibly have to 

multi-task for three different audiences – those who have not given consent and are in the physical 

classroom, those who need to catch up on work because they have given consent for testing and 

have missed the lesson or parts of the lesson, and those who may be isolating at home due to 

contracting COVID-19 outside of BBS or who have been in close contact with someone outside of BBS 

who has COVID-19. 

 

From speaking to families during the first term and as I have acknowledged in previous letters, we 

know that the best form of teaching is face to face with teachers in the physical classroom.  Where 

this is not possible, remote learning via Teams is the most effective.  With both of these methods, the 

class has the full focus and attention of the teacher.   

 

For families who had children who had to self-isolate previously because of an external case, they 

found that their remote learning experience was less effective as the teacher also had to manage 

the physical class in front of them.  With the addition of students missing whole lessons/parts of lessons, 

teachers will be required to divide their attention again and unfortunately, there will be an impact. 

 

Will my child just be tested three times at school or is this an on-going programme? 

As it currently stands, this will be an on-going programme with the first three tests carried out at school 

and subsequent tests to be carried out at home twice weekly. 

 

From the space and resources we have as a school, the three tests carried out in school will realistically 

need to occur over the course of the first three weeks from the 8th March unless very few families give 

consent for their child to have the LFT.  With 1150 students in school, if all students were to take the test 

three times in one week, it would mean each student would have about 30 seconds to complete a 

test which is logistically not possible. 

 

I hope that you find the information in this letter informative and that it helps you to decide whether 

you would like to give consent for your child to administer the lateral flow tests.   

 

The survey will be sent out tomorrow and we will require a return by Saturday 27th February 2021.  Please 

only complete the survey if you would like to give consent for your child to have the LFT on a regular 

basis.            Continued 



 

 

I will be writing before all students return to school with further information soon. 

 

 

Best wishes and stay safe, 

 

 

 

Krissi Carter 

Principal 


