
PTA Minutes 6th May 2015 

Present: Alan Bates (Chair),Melanie Kearne (Vice-Chairman), Karl Hill (SLT), Suzanne Finlay-

Bearblock, Kath Olivier, Donna Turpin, Jayne Owen-Jones (Teaching Staff) 

1) Meeting Opened at 6.35pm 

 

2) Apologies: Tracey Jenkins, Louise Barker 

 

3) Previous Minutes, discrepancy on wording of Hamper Raffle. Not presented as minuted, which 

reads restricting audience to Pamper Evening only, this was a suggestion for a whole school 

activity. To be discussed in more detail during AOB. Adopted and Signed by Karl Hill 

 

4) Chairman’s Report 

Very little to report as no recent activities. All bills are now paid, none outstanding. 

5) Treasurer’s Report  

In the absence of a Treasurer, JOJ has agreed to stand until the AGM. 

Balances stand at: 

Main Account  As at 13th March     580.00 

Savings Account As at 1st April 10249.50 

100 Club As at 1st April  2518.39 

School Fund Account As at 28th Sept 2012    927.63 

 Total 14275.52 

 

Currently only able to find 4 accounts, as are the bank, no records in the file or at the bank of a 

fifth account. The first 3 now have up to date signatures on them and JOJ is able to get details. In 

the process of changing signature on the School Fund account so unable to gain up to date details 

until new signatures in place. 

All bills are paid with the school, we have no outstanding invoices. 

11 cheques each for £100 have been sent out to the 100 club members, awaiting up to date 

statements to see when these have been cashed. This will bring the balance in this account down 

to £1418.39. 

Total Balance       £13,175.52 

JOJ has sent emails to staff that we have donated to over the last year in place of receipts for the 

funds. She plans to tighten up on the accounts and ensure we have all requests in writing as well 

as presentations to our meetings, if necessary, and an email or letter in lieu of receipt once funds 

have been paid. This is the problem being faced whilst trying to put together the accounts for this 

previous year alongside the outgoing cheques. 



The next funds due out will be to cover the landscaping upon completion of the new building and 

refurbishment (September) Alan is due to meet with Sarah McElduff in the coming weeks so 

should have some idea of the amount needed. Alan notified the meeting that the main colour had 

been for colour all year round. SFB asked that plants that attract wildlife be considered. 

6) Head Teacher’s Report (given by KHI in Dave’s absence) 

We now have the keys for the building and some of the departments will be moving over in the 

coming weeks. The bulk of the move will be during the May half term and the following 

exceptional closed week. 

Steve Richards has been appointed Acting Head Teacher for the next 12 months. The Governors 

felt the external candidates didn’t give Steve enough opposition to appoint a permanent Head. 

7) Forthcoming Events 

Sponsored Walk 

• This is set as Wednesday July 1st.  

• It has been agreed this year to arrange for toilets at the half way out point and the furthest 

point. SLT had decided not to hold back students at the turning point this year due to the 

difficulties keeping the early students occupied.  

• If they get back to school early they can leave early, the parents letter will be worded as 

such that parents will need to notify school if their child needs to be supervised until the 

end of the day. 

• SFB bought up the issue of bags to be provided for litter and possibly clear ones for 

recycling bottles as this was a major issue at the turning and lunch point last year. Will this 

be an issue for the whole route with no stopping point? 

• Agreed that PTA will provide the water again and clear bags to encourage recycling. 

 

8) AOB 

 

Dave’s Leaving Gift Letter 

 

JOJ notified the meeting that Caroline Stokes (Head’s PA) had asked the PTA to send a letter out to 

parents requesting any donations for Dave Hill’s leaving gift to be bought into school by 15th May. 

 

Car Boot 

 

Tracey has been looking into set up a regular Car Boot on the school car park, but in her absence 

unsure how far these plans have got. Also unsure how feasible this will be during the 

refurbishment work to the front of the school. AB pointed out that the Sports Hall car park could 

be looked at. 

 

Transition/Induction Evening 

Date confirmed as Thursday 25th June for new Year 6 parents to attend. Felt ideal opportunity to 

sell the PTA both through displays, members attending and discussing fundraising with new 

parents and a mention from the Head.  



Also thought a letter to parents from the Head explaining the work of the small number of parents 

and how difficult it was becoming to raise money with so little regular parent support (8 parents 

out of over 1000 students). KHI will put a piece in the Newsletter and email as sole letter to 

parents. KHI pointed out that the PTA is part of the OFSTED review: School Community. 

Hamper Raffle 

SFB explained that the idea of the Hamper raffle is a whole school initiative possibly based around 

the house colours and a Mufti Day, where instead of bringing in money students could bring in an 

item of their house colour to produce a four hampers. Each student would then be given 5 or 10 

tickets to sell or return. House Captains to help sell the idea in Assemblies and could we set up 

competition for winning form/house? 

Discussions at length regarding the opportunity to get another mufti day into the school calendar 

and the issues with getting the students to bring items of particular colours instead of money. JOJ 

asked if the team would be happy to take the money and buy gifts for a hamper as first hand 

knowledge of difficulties getting the money in for each student.  

It was felt that we should at least try for this year and see how successful. KHI to take request for 

further Mufti Day to SLT before Autumn Half Term. DT to get quote for cost of tickets from 

Readwell Press. 

 

 

Next Meeting to include AGM set for 22nd  September 2015. 

 

Meeting closed at 7.15pm 


