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The Burton Borough School 
                                A Specialist Arts College 

 

 

Heads Newsletter 
March 2015   

This is the first newsletter since I announced that I will be retiring at the end of the  

school year. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many parents and 

others who have sent me very kind messages. They are very much appreciated.  

I have been teaching for 38 years, and seen many many changes. When I started 

I was  teaching ‘O’Level and CSE courses (anyone remember them?) and                    

corporal punishment was very much still in place. It was a different era. In my                    

second year of teaching Margaret Thatcher was elected as Prime Minister and 

change in education became a way of life. It has certainly been an eventful                  

period. 

Looking ahead, the one thing I am certain about is that change will continue. In 

the next few years Burton Borough will face the challenges of major reform to 

GCSEs, new assessment as “levels” disappear, considerable reduction in                      

available funding and finding answers to the really difficult question of Post 16. 

There is   also the wonderful opportunity to develop learning in our new building, 

so that achievement improves still further. Yet these are only some of the issues 

that we know of.  

The Governors are now in the process of advertising for, and appointing, a new 

Headteacher. An appointment will hopefully be made before the end of April. I 

wish them well.  

When we return after Easter, we will have just 6 school weeks to prepare for our 

“big move”. I will keep you informed of                                     

developments, so keep checking our  website for 

updates.  

With best wishes for a great Easter break. 

 

David Hill 

Headteacher 
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Of course there was no ‘golden age’ when all teenagers were perfectly 

behaved—I am sure that if all of us as adults think back to our own 

teenage years we would have to accept that.  

It may, however, be a surprise to know that todays teenagers would  ap-

pear to be be.er behaved than any group in recent years. Consider the 

following:- 

 

• In 2007 111,000 children aged 10-17 were given a police cau�on. 

In 2013 the figure was 28,000. 

• In 2007 55% of year 9 students had tried alcohol. In 2013 the fig-

ure was 32%. (Only 4% have tried cannabis). 

• In 2007 the rate of ‘permanent exclusions’ was 12 per 10,000. In 

2013 the figure was 6 per 10,000. 

• The rae of teenage pregnancies is at a 45 year low. 

• (source of sta�s�cs: Department of Educa�on bitoly/SensibleTeenagers.) 

 

Society in general, families and schools have all made a significant con-

tribu�on to this posi�ve trend. I do, rather o<en, feel that these ‘good 

news’ stories don’t get the publicity they should. There will always be 

more to do, but let’s publicise the successes that do exist.  

 

 

 

Are today’s teenagers badly behaved? 
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Coming Up Soon  

Dates for your Diary 

• 27th March 2015 End of Term for Easter - 3.15pm                                  

finish  

• 6th April 2015  Paris Trips Departs 

• 10th April 2015  Paris Trip Returns 

• 20th April 2015 Moore House Celebra�on Evening 

• 21st April 2015 Lennon House Celebra�on Evening  

• 22nd April 2015 Tolkien House Celebra�on Evening  

• 23rd April 2015 A.enborough House Celebra�on 

Evening 

• 24th April 2015 Year 10 Progress Report Home 

• 30th April 2015 EEL Day 

• 4th May 2015  May Day Bank Holiday—School 

Closed  

• 7th May 2015  Year 10 Parents Evening  

• 8th May  Year 7 Annual Report Home 

• 11th May 2015 Exams Begin! 

• 22nd May 2015 School Closed 

• 25th May 2015 Whitsun closure (including move                  

into new building). 

• 8th June 2015  Students return to school for                       

Summer Term  
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Parent Voice 

 

There are a number of factors that determine the running of a school and the policies 

that govern how it func�ons. These include the Headteacher, the Senior Leadership 

team, Government, the Local Authority, staff, students and parents. Receiving views 

from parents helps us access our current performance and is a key for considering our 

future direc�on of travel.  

We receive significant and detailed feedback from individuals throughout the year but 

it is useful to regularly receive more general feedback from a wider group of people. 

There are links below to two surveys. The first is for Ofsted’s parent view website 

which allows you to provide feedback which Ofsted will access. The results are                      

available for parents to see. You will need to create a login for the site and parents 

should repeat the survey for every academic year. The second link is to the school’s 

own survey. There is some repe��on of ques�ons from the Ofsted Parent View survey 

but there are also ques�ons on areas that we are specifically looking to develop as well 

as opportuni�es for you to enter comments. There is no requirement to create login 

details for this survey which will be open un�l the week a<er the Easter Holidays. Both 

surveys are anonymous. 

Thank you for the �me that you take in comple�ng these surveys. Your opinion is                         

extremely important to us. If you have any further comments, views or sugges�ons 

then please feel free to contact me. 

Thank you for your support. 

Rob Court 

Assistant Headteacher 

rob.court@taw.org.uk 

 
 

Ofsted Parent View     

h.ps://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

 

 

School Survey 

h.ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

parent-voice-easter 
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Mrs Alecock  

Head of Lennon House  

Celebrating Success, Overcoming Challenge,  

Supporting Others 

Yet another half term whizzes by! As I type this I realise that I am missing a 

trick! We are so fortunate that we have such an amazing bunch of young                   

people in Lennon House that I really do need to exploit their talent a little 

more. Hence, PR Captain, Peter Overal, when you read this, you will be                  

writing our next page for the newsletter. 

By that time, I am hoping that the House will have finished searching the 

whole of the UK and abroad for new opportunities to engage in charity work. 

Whilst we adore supporting Alder Hey, the House Captains are looking to see 

what other charities may be benefit from our support and are looking for                     

opportunities both locally and globally. The heart of our charity work has                     

always been about encouraging support to others and that ethos will                        

always remain. However, I do think it is important that we regularly review who 

we support. The final decision to switch charities or remain with Alder Hey will 

be made by  on by all of Lennon House next term.  

In the meantime, we extend huge thanks to Elisabeth Tanner for the wonderful 

Easter Egg that she is currently raffling for Alder Hey with the support of the 

rest of KLP! 
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On the weekend of 6
th

 - 8
th

 March I a.ended the Bri�sh Street Dance                                    

Championships with my street dance crew Recess.  We are an all-girl crew and there 

are seven of us, aged between 11 and 15.  This �me we would be dancing in the       

under 18 intermediate age category. We had only just moved up to this category 

and this was the first �me we had competed against the older crews, so we had no 

expecta�ons at all and just hoped we would do well enough to be placed in the top 

seven. 

This was also the first �me we had danced our new rou�ne, so we had been                    

prac�sing hard on the changes we had made to it.  As we waited for our turn to 

dance we all stood in a circle facing each other, to keep ourselves occupied and                     

distracted, so that we didn’t have to watch the other crews dancing before us                     

as they all looked so much older. When it was our turn to dance we went out and 

gave it our all, it felt really good performing our new rou�ne.   

Later that day the awards were presented and we waited nervously as they called 

out the top seven crew names in reverse order. As each crew name was called we 

were geLng more and more nervous.  A<er what seemed like an eternity they had 

called out the 7
th

 place to 2
nd

 place and they only had 1st place to call.  We all                       

started to walk away thinking we hadn’t been placed, but then came the                           

announcement:  Recess 1
st

 Place!!! We were so happy, we could not believe it.  

We later found out that Recess had scored the highest points total in the whole 

compe��on, of any crew in any age category, bea�ng even the score of the 1
st

 

placed team in the adult over 18 advanced category which came as a big surprise to 

us. 

The 2015 Bri�sh Street Dance Championships  

by Jodie Teeling 
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015 Dance @ The Regent Theatre  

Stoke  

Burton Borough is proud to have performed in this annual show case for a number of years now 

and we are delighted to have been invited back again. This performance was an excellent                    

opportunity to dance for a larger audience, in a professional seLng.  

Kelly-Mae, one of the choreographers performed in 08 Dance as a dancer whilst studying GCSE 

dance at BBS. She has followed her passion and love of dance through college and onto degree 

level. Returning a<er gradua�on from University of Central Lancashire, BA Hons Dance Teaching 

and Performance Kelly-Mae has volunteered in her spare �me to share her experience, 

knowledge and love of dance with the students of her old secondary school. She is hoping to 

make a name for herself if the dance world and become a well known choreographer/ dance 

ar�st especially around the West Midlands. 

The dancers have worked using similar choreographic techniques to  those they will experience 

at GCSE level. In many ways it was  a taster for those who may wish to study dance next year. 

The performance was choreographed through two contras�ng genres of street and                                   

contemporary. 

                                                                                            

 

 

The choreography club were able to perform 

the rou�ne again locally too at Telford Dance 

Showcase @ The Place, Oakengates on 

Wednesday 4
th

 February. Please see Mrs 

Goswell or email dance.bbs@taw.org.uk for 

further details or to see the video of the girls 

 

Holly Lakin has wri.en the following report:- “On Tuesday morning we all met up in the dinner hall at 

the start of second lesson with Miss Granfield to get on the bus.  At the theatre in Stoke we were                   

taken to our dressing room where we all did our makeup and hair. We rehearsed the dance a few 

�mes in the dressing room. We then got taken down stairs to a musical theatre where we worked for  

two hours.  We were taught a dance, from the musical Hairspray. A<er this we had a bit of spare �me 

to freshen up. Then we went and had a rehearsal on stage so that the staff could sort out the ligh�ng 

and music. We all ate and got changed into our costumes. Then it was show �me! We nailed the 

dance and we were all so proud of our selves!” 
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Beth King KBA    Morgan Astbury SSD 

Emily Rodwell GFA   Emma Gabriel CCO 

Hollie Morris KGO   Holly Lakin LBU 

Mya Jeynes ABE   Phoebe Shaw KGO 

Sophie France SRU   Cerys Linnings ELO 
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A Homework Update: 

At the beginning of 2013 we launched Showmyhomework ; our system for helping our                           

students to organise their Personal Study; this system allows both students and parents to go 

online to see the tasks set, thus avoiding the excuse ‘we have not had any homework                      
today’! 
The system is available to all students in KS3 and KS4. 
Showmyhomework Is a web-based application that  can be accessed by smartphone,                    
tablets or PC. There are two ways in which a student can access their homework: one is 
via no-password, open access, where after getting to the Burton Borough Homepage 
there are a set of filters by year, subject and teacher; the other is via their own login. Login                   

details We shall be distributing student logins after half term. Please note that if a                                     
student loses or forgets their 
password, then provided that they know the name of their class and that of their teacher 
then they can access their homework from the homescreen. Alternatively they can see 
myself to re-issue them with log in details. 
 
To go to the homework calendar then follow this link:  
https://theburtonborough.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/homeworks/calendar .                              

Alternatively, visit the site directly via the link from the homepage of our Burton Borough 

School website.  

 
If you have a subject-specific concern regarding homework, then please contact the 
relevant subject teacher. If you have general concerns about your child regarding 
homework then their form tutor is the first port of call. 
 
Alternatively, please contact me if you have any other concerns. 
Karl Hill, Assistant Headteacher 
karl.hill@taw.org.uk  
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Wheelchair Basketball Team  

Once again Burton Borough school, Phoenix, Southall, Lakeside, Thomas Adams and Sundorne, 

came together to take part in the IZB Fes�val. On the 10
th

 February, seven students from                     

Burton Borough represented the school in the Shropshire IZB Fes�val held at Shrewsbury 

sports village. 

 

The aim of this fes�val was to provide and encourage skill and spor�ng development through 

posi�ve compe��ve experience for students that would  not normally be involved in                              

compe��ve sport. 

 

The spor�ng this fes�val was wheelchair basketball. The  morning session was taken up with 

coaching, followed by a  compe��on in the a<ernoon session. The great thing about the IZD 

Fes�val is that  it is adapted for any impairment, which encourages full par�cipa�on for all in-

cluding those  with no previous experience. 
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 World War 1 Poems  

 

He walks along,  a story yet untold, 

In his hand his gun he holds, 

He seeks the truth for all to see 

Just how horrific war can be. 

 

His misunderstanding made him this man 

This bi.er, twisted killing fan. 

He thought war would be easy and fun 

Yet he didn’t know how to hold a gun. 

 

Thrown in straight away, not taught how to kill 

He thought by signing up he would get a thrill. 

But what this man found was not fun and games 

But terror, heart break and a bad future to face. 

 

By Courtney Davies – Year 9 

 

 

 

 

The noise of guns is in my head, 

I wish I could be at home in my bed. 

The noise of war is all around, 

Here in the trenches no peace is 

found. 

 

It’s wet, it smells, the food is bad, 

This war that kills is very bad. 

The bullets fly above my head, 

I look around to see another soldier 

dead. 

 

My feet they hurt, my body itches. 

How long do we survive and fight in 

these ditches? 

 

By Tom Wilcox—Year 9 
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 Ex BBS Student  Leads the Way 

 in Cancer Fight 

 

 

Richard Amos, originally from Newport and a former Burton                      

Borough student, is the lead proton beam therapy physicist for                     

University College London Hospitals (UCLH). Since his forma�ve 

years at Burton Borough School, followed by two years at New                    

College in Wellington, Richard has displayed a passion for science. 

A passion that would see him go on to Coventry University to study 

applied physics before a.ending the University of Birmingham, 

where he gained an MSc in applied radia�on physics. 

There followed a further two years of clinical scien�st training in 

medical physics at Royal Free Hospital, London. And four years later, 

Richard  emigrated to Canada two years before his work in proton 

beam therapy commenced in the US at Loma Linda University                   

Medical Center California, in 2002. 

Three short years later he made his way to       

University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer                  

Center. The facility is based in Houston, where he 

now lives with wife Wendy – herself a                   

leading light in cancer treatment – and children 

Siona, Lara and Alex. 

The full story can be read via the link below. 

 

www.shropshirestar.com/news/2015/03/19/shropshire-lad-richard-

leads-the-way-in-cancer-fight  

 

For two Newport residents, Mr Amos’s achievements are par�cularly 

important – Richard’s parents. Sheila and Derek Amos live in Avenue 

Road, close to the school that influenced their son’s epic journey. 

“We have always appreciated the hard work of Burton Borough 

School in helping to guide Richard in his scien�fic career,” said Derek. 

Story taken from Shropshire Star 19/3/2015 



14 

 Attenborough House 

This year one of our roles as Junior House Captains has been to promote  inter-form 

compe��ons to try to bring people together. In this way they will  get to know                   

other members of their form be.er by building a stronger rela�onship and                          

encouraging bonding to take place. This is enhanced by  the  compe��ve streaks 

that we as Captains have seen within these ac�vi�es. Our first ac�vity was a                      

basketball style ‘Shoot Off’ as we called it. We felt that this was a success for the 

House as everyone got involved and entered into the spirit of the event even if they 

went out in the first round! Also we saw a very  compe��ve side to the tutors as 

they got involved in all the ac�on and helped their sides out. So we are glad to say 

that we are currently at the design  stage of a new game that again is suitable and                  

also is  applicable to both genders and one that the teachers can get involved in. 

This will bring compe��on back into the House. We are sure that certain forms will 

want to seek revenge on their fellow    tutors and tutees !! 

Another important role we have is the selling of charity badges to raise funds for 

Cancer Research UK, A.enborough’s chosen charity.  We are also now organising 

charity events to be run by each tutor group for our Charity Fundraising Week 

which, this year, runs from 4-8 May.  Please support us with  this worthy cause. 

 

Luke Burton and Molly Franklin 

 

A�enborough Junior House Captains 

Why fit in 

when YOU 

were born 

to STAND 

OUT? 
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Help your child with Numeracy 

 

Do you struggle to help your son or daughter with the maths methods                 
currently taught in school? Do you 
want to help your son or daughter be 
as numerate as possible? 

If so, come along to our evening        
sessions. Each session runs from 
6pm – 7pm and gives practical 
demonstrations and applications of 
numeracy in action. Refreshments 
are provided, free of charge. 

 

The sessions will be run on the following dates: 

 

Tuesday 14th April 

Tuesday 19th May  

Tuesday 23rd June 

 

If you require any more information, or wish to confirm your attendance, 
please email Lisa Kane ( Numeracy Coordinator) at lisa.kane@taw.org.uk  

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Lisa Kane 

Numeracy Coordinator 

Burton Borough School 

Comments from parents who a.ended 

the last session said: “ it was very            

helpful just learning how they learn 

maths now” . “I will now be be.er 

placed to help him at home with                        

problems ” 
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  Tolkien House  

We are all looking forward to the Forthcoming Tolkien Celebration Evening 

on 23 April. Our Charity Captains are busy putting together our charity stall 

and we are hoping to hold a raffle as part of that evening. At the beginning 

of the Year we changed our house charity to Telford and Wrekin Young      

Carers and they gave us an idea of some of the things that we could raise 

money towards. 

• £30.00 would buy ice creams for 30 young carers whilst on a trip to the 

town park.   

• £100 would pay for hire of Wellington swimming pool for a 2 hour fun 

and inflatables session for 30 young carers.   

• £200.00 would pay to hold a Halloween disco and snacks for up to 50 

young carers.  

•  £250.00 would pay for a cinema trip for 40 young carers, 2 ice skating 

session for around 50 young carers or to hold a graffiti art workshop for 

30 young carers.   

•  A coach trip to Waterworld would cost around £500 for around 50 

young carers. 

 

We are very close to being able to provide all of this and want to raise               

another £150. One way of doing this is through a raffle. If you have any                    

raffle prizes you can donate for Celebration Evening then please contact 

Mrs Heins, Mr Lamb or your child’s tutor. 

 

We would like to wish you all a Happy Easter and hope that Tolkien                         

students and students from all the other houses that are going to Paris 

have a brilliant time. Safe trip to you all! 

Mrs Heins 

Head of Tolkien House 
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Parents beware: Holidays in term time may 
cost you more than you think  

Most people will be aware that a local family was recently fined roughly £1000 for        

refusing to pay the fines for taking their children out of local schools during term time. 

They also now have a criminal conviction.  

Government Guidance on leave during term time changed on 1st September 2013. Any  

unauthorised leave of 5 or more days will lead to a fine. Head teachers now have        

extremely limited discretion, and their decision is final. Full details of recent changes to 

the law are available on our website, as well as our own guidance. 

We do not want any of our families to face a fine or even worse a court case. Any        

request for leave during term time will almost certainly be refused, and could prove very 

costly. 

  Dave Hill      Trina Elliot 

  Headteacher    Education Welfare Officer 

Looking to Plan a  

Holiday in 2016? 

Term dates are available on our website.  

Please remember — Holidays taken      

during term times will almost certainly 

NOT be authorised. Any holiday requests 

MUST be made on our  ‘Leave of        

Absence’ form which needs to be        

returned to school at least three weeks  

prior to your leaving date.  

PD Days 

 

Please check our school 

website for details of our 

PD days. These may                

differ from the ones                 

posted on the Telford & 

Wrekin website. If in any 

doubt, please contact 

school  directly. 
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At this �me of year the daffodils are all around us, and one of the key symbols of 

spring.  It also is the flower of our house charity, which links into our big charity 

effort.  This year we have a target to raise over £1500 for this great charity, which is 

slightly more than our total last year.  To �e in with the na�onal 'Big Daffodil' appeal 

this month each form in Moore house has been raising money in a variety of ways.  In 

addi�on to this students have given their �me to collect money by selling daffodil pin 

badges.  You may have spo.ed them at local supermarkets in recent weeks. 

 

You may also recall the ice bucket challenge, which was sweeping across facebook 

last year.  Staff from Moore house and also the senior leadership team have very 

kindly agreed to carry out the ice bucket challenge if we reach certain targets in 

terms of money raised. This seemed to really get the a.en�on of students and will 

hopefully give them a push to raise as much money as possible. 

 

Have a nice Easter. 

 

 

 
Kevin Mainwaring 

Mark Dixon and Will Gripton who are some of the students selling                        

daffodil pin badges in school and at the local Waitrose store. 
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“Who do I contact if I have a query?” 

As you know, all children from each family have been placed in the same House in order to make 

this as easy as possible. The first point of contact should be with your child’s tutor (perhaps via their 

planner). After this, please use the House   structure as follows: 

 

To contact any of these staff, please use the Helpdesk number on 01952 386559 or email the 

helpdesk.bbs@taw.org.uk. All calls via the Helpdesk are logged so that we can ensure that each 

issue resolved. 

 

House Head of House Student Support   Manager 

Lennon Mrs Alecock Ms Dakin 

Moore Mr Mainwaring Mrs Pickering 

Tolkien Mrs Heins  Mr Lamb 

Attenborough Mrs Tomlinson Mr Garbett  

 

Contact Details  

Please remember to let us know if your contact details change. It is vital that 

we are able to contact parents and carers in the event of an emergency. 

 

We now have email details for 95% of parents and carers, but would like one 

for every parent. 

 

Please contact us as soon as possible if you have not already given us your 

email address. 
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Student of the Month  

November 2014  

A.enborough Nomina�ons  

• PVI  Pippa Mansell, Liam Anslow, Holly Soddart 

• KST  Jed Moreland, Abigail Aitken, Josie Miller 

• AAD  Thomas Olliver, Joe Perrin, Celeste Ashford 

• PEV  Sophie McKevi., Millie Benne., Ellie Broadhurst 

• HNE  Megan Bowsher, Thomas Jackson , Teagan Lindley 

• VLC  Harriet Broad, Joe Richardson , Antonia Goodrich 

• RBA  Sam Skinner, Mary Strickland , Sam Edge 

• JWA  Eve Lincoln , Lee Storey, Lucy Armitage 

• LKA  Carys Clempner, Tom Gi.us, Jack Hughes 

Winners!  

Carys Clempner 

& Thomas Olliver 

Lennon Nomina�ons 

• TBI Rebecca Grant   

• JGL Lewis Gregory, Tara Rose Fayers,                        

Izzy Slade Jones  

• JGR Phoebe Tugby , Joseph Tricke., Andrew Clark 

• CCO Jack Banks    

• KGO Nichole Haseley, Jake Smith, Phoebe Shaw 

• KLP James Banks, Vicky Houston, Chloe Lewnes 

• CJO Angel Webb, Tryfan Evans, Brendan Pitchford 

• SJG Harry Walton, Nicolai Gallagher, Tyler Whitney 

• GFA Harry Becke., Natasha Blakeley Gandy, George Harris 

AWA Becky Bodger, Peter Overal   

Winners!  

Nichole Haseley & 

Tryfan Evans 
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Student of the Month  

February 2015  

Moore Nomina�ons     

• JWY Thomas Wall, Jack Smith , Hannah Kiernan 

• KPR Alexandra Ample., Zofia Powell-Laybourn, Jack 

Brumbill 

• SRU Sophie France, Mark Dixon, Harley Talbot-Parker 

• JNI Tegan Bould, Ellen Marshall, Robert Skelding 

• SSD Alice Parker, Morgan Astbury, Jacob Johnson 

• MWY John Ruston.  Aaron Price Sale , Josh Millington-

Chapman 

• ACO Adam Evans , Hayden Ravenscro<, Fran Garro. 

• RGE Jon Sco., Louis Arrowsmith, Rhiannon Thomas 

Tolkien Nominations  

• KBA Holly Walsh , Molly Evans, Kieran Benne. 

• EHE Jack Darby , Hannah Sergeant, Shannon Webster 

• MPF Olivia Roberts, Callum Brookfield,                              

Owen Ma.hews  

• ABE Charlie Ensor, Leanne Hilditch, Karlson Head 

• ARU Victoria Wilson, Phoebe Hobbs,                                                                     

         Joseph Stokes 

• LBU Finley Bickerton,  Chris�na Smith  

• SIR Jay Felton, Callum Robbie, Sarah  Moffi. 

• HBI Aiden Penny , Charlo.e Norton, Agata Amanowicz 

• MHE Sco. Nally, Thomas Underwood, Hannah Edwards 

• ELO Joe Hodgkins, Grace Padkin, Reece Benne. 

Winners!  

Maria Benjamin 

&  

Neil Umataliev 

Winner!  

Charlie Ensor 
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Into the Revision Zone! 

With just over 2 months to go un�l the first exam of the 2015 season 

we are well into the final straight for our Year 11s, a period of �me 

when geLng into the best learning habits is absolutely essen�al.  So 

some top �ps: 

 

Have a plan!  Many students do this on paper, 

many with an app, but it is essen�al to plan a 

schedule that includes all of the key examina�on 

dates and ensures that each subject is covered 

over the following weeks.  Most students will 

study 9 or 10 subjects, so planning chunks of 30 minute sessions each 

day can mean that over a week all subjects get covered.  Typically this 

will mean covering 3 or 4 subjects each evening giving a total of about 

2 hours of  revision each day.  

 

RAG your revision guides.  Focus your revision.  Start by 

working through the contents sec�on of your revision 

guide, and  with a red, amber and green pen or crayon 

RAG each sec�on.  Put a red dot beside the sec�ons that 

you are finding most tricky; an amber dot for those                  

sec�ons that need a li.le bit of work to get you confident and finally a 

green dot for those sec�ons that you are pre.y  confident about.  The 

key thing is then to make sure that you start the revision by focusing on 

the  amber sec�ons – in this way you should get your revision off to a 

flying start and get your confidence improving quickly.  Get the amber 

stuff to green and only then start tackling the red sec�ons. 
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Grab some past papers.  Ask your teacher or     

download these from the exam board website. Try 

some ques�ons and then mark your responses                  

using a mark scheme. Most of our best learners 

say that this is the best way to revise.  

Don’t just read a revision guide!  USE the                                   

informa�on in it to create your own notes, mind 

maps or revision cards.  Just reading through a revision guide is perhaps 

the worst thing that you can do with it!  Make your notes colourful and                         

include pictures to make them more memorable. 

 

 

 

Log on to SAM Learning. You won’t learn much              

directly from SAM Learning but it is a fantas�c way 

of tes�ng yourself on a  topic that you have just re-

vised.  Look out for the ‘revise’ tasks. 

 Get appy.  There are many favourite apps to help 

you revise or to organise your �me.  Get this right and your revision can 

come with you anywhere on your phone!  

Get into the zone!  Focus on your work in 30 minute chunks and have the 

discipline to leave checking in on Facebook, Snapchat etc. un�l your next 

break.  Choose some calming music, preferably music without lyrics as 

this can be a distrac�on,  and some healthy snacks! 
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ATTENDANCE – some reminders: 

If your child is ill you must contact the school as soon as  possible,   

giving us the following  information: 

• Your child’s name, year and form group; 

• Reason for absence and nature of illness; 

• Likely length of absence if known. 

You can inform us by one of the following methods: 

By contacting the Attendance Office on 01952 386554                   

(answer phone in             

operation so please leave a message),  

E-mail: attendance.bbs@taw.org.uk  

Phone Reception 01952 386500. 

Please do not be alarmed if we call to check on your 

absent child’s progress for  

our records. 

 

If you need to inform us of future medical or other   

appointments you can do so  

by: 

• using the same contact details,  

• sending in a letter,  

• writing a note in their PSD, 

• E-mailing your child’s tutor (their address can be found on the 

school web site). 

 

ATTENDANCE 
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NEW Basic Equipment List 

Please make sure your son/daughter brings the correct equipment to 
school every day 

This includes A PENCIL CASE, A RED PEN, A READING BOOK AND 
THEIR PSD 
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Sexting		

Across the country there is increasing concern about students ‘sex�ng’ which is 

the prac�ce of sending photos of their bodies to others. This dangerous                   

prac�ce inevitably leads to these photos being widely shared, and the dangers 

of adults obtaining them are obvious. Taking part in this is illegal and can (and 

does) lead to the police taking ac�on through cau�ons and more serious steps 

if the person does not stop. Even a police cau�on can, of course, lead to travel 

bans (e.g. USA) and some jobs being unachievable in later life.  

Students at Burton Borough are not immune from this prac�ce, which is why 

we recently invited the police to lead assemblies during which they spelt out 

the dangers.  

Please have regular conversa�ons with your child about this dangerous,                         

widespread problem.  
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Burton	Borough	Website	Survey		

What	do	you	think?	

Before the summer 2014  we posted a request for visitors to our website to tell us what they think  

and the responses we’ve had have been really helpful. As a result, we’re working on making changes 

to key informa�on for parents including newsle.ers and key dates which we will have up and run-

ning very soon. 

 

However, because we want to keep in touch with what our visitors want we would really appreciate 

it if you could take a look at the survey we have online. It’s completely anonymous and won’t take 

any longer than a few minutes to complete. You can find it by poin�ng your web browser at the                 

following address:- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

h4ps://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GXMX2V7 
 

We would really appreciate your feedback and will use it to help improve the website for the benefit 

of all our visitors. Thank you! 
 

School Twi4er and News Feeds 

There are several ways to get the latest news from the school website; the simplest way is to go to 

the website homepage and click on the ‘Latest News’ link, which displays all the news ar�cles as 

they are posted. The website can be viewed on a tradi�onal PC, but also works perfectly on a                    

mobile device such as a tablet computer (such as an iPad) or any smartphone. The display reformats 

itself to make the best of the device you’re using. 
 

Another way to get the news is by using an RSS feed; these programs get the news as it is published 

and download it to your device. You can subscribe to the RSS feed by clicking on the icon (next to 

‘Latest News’) and subscribe to it using your favourite RSS reader app.  

 

Finally, we’re pos�ng news and event informa�on on  the school Twi.er account, which links into 

more detailed informa�on on the school website. You can follow us by searching for our account 

name: 

@BurtonBorough 

Hopefully these services will help parents, students and visitors keep in touch with what is going on 

here at Burton Borough! 

 

Mr A.wood 

ICT Department 
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Student	Success		

“Follow the Fish!  Follow the PE Dept on Twitter: @BBSPE 

We will use this to tweet information on fixtures, results, emergency messages and 

cancellations. 

Shropshire County Swimming Champion Ships— March 2015  

 

Dylan Lane Craddock Yr7 finished 9th in 200 Breaststroke and 8th in the 100                      

Breast stroke. 

Lucy Armitage - take a breath ....... 

• 1st in 50,100,200 Backstroke, Bu.erfly and Freestyle all with Midland qualify-

ing �mes. 

• 1st in 400 & 800 Freestyle both Midland QT's 

• 1st in 100,200,400 Individual Medley, Shropshire record in 100 (not a Midland 

champs event), Midland QT's in 200 & 400 

• 2nd in 50,100,200 Breaststroke Midland QT in 100 & 200 events 

• 15 Midland QT's, 1 record, & top girl in 13 yrs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carys Clempner Y9 recently  passed her grade 5 LAMDA Exam. She 

achieved a very impressive  dis�nc�on with a mark of  90%. 

Carys is a regular in our school performances and is also is part of The 

Arts Centre Telford. Carys spends most weekends and evenings having 

lessons or rehearsing for the many different performance they do.  

Many congratula�ons to Carys on her success.  
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Sports	News		

“Follow the Fish!  Follow the PE Dept on Twitter: @BBSPE 

We will use this to tweet information on fixtures, results, emergency messages and 

cancellations. 

The Year 8 rugby team reached the Shropshire cup final, which was played 

on 17th March at Shrewsbury school.  The Burton Borough team lost to            

Idsall 34 v 22.  It was a huge achievement to make the final. The lads 

played absolutely fantas�cally and where praised highly by the referee 

a<er the game.  
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Sports	News		

“Follow the Fish!  Follow the PE Dept on Twitter: @BBSPE 

We will use this to tweet information on fixtures, results, emergency messages and 

cancellations. 

.  

The Key stage 3 girls rugby team represented Telford and Wrekin in the Shropshire 

School Games on 5th March.  They performed really well in this introduc�on to 

contact tournament.  The Girls have now been selected to par�cipate in a rugby 

coaching course, so they can help out with rugby coaching in the local primary 

schools. 
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Sex.  
Relatioships 
The Internet. 
Three things that get a little bit complicated. 
 
A useful website that may just have the answers to your questions………... 
 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/14_plus/ 

Visit our website for full parents guide. 

h.p://www.burtonborough.org.uk/Snap-chat-A-parents-guide   
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Past	and	Present	Students		

“Our House” is a musical with music and lyrics by Madness and a book by playwright 

Tim Firth. The show premiered at the Cambridge Theatre in 2002 and won the 2003 

Olivier award for Best New Musical. 

 

The story follows Camden lad Joe Casey who, on the night of his 16th birthday, makes 

a decision that will change his life. Our House follows the two paths that Joe’s life 

could take a<er that fateful night. Over a period of seven years and two alterna�ve 

lives Joe deals with the consequences of that night. The show explores the themes of 

love, family values, growing up, responsibility and dealing with us losing the people 

that shape us through the songs of the ska/pop band Madness and was named a<er 

one of their ...popular hit singles.  

Show: 

Oakengates Theatre, The Place  

Limes Walk 

Oakengates 

Telford  

TF2 6EP 

Show Dates: Tuesday 14th April ,Wednesday 15th April , Thursday 16th April  and Fri-

day 17th April - 7.30pm  

 

Ticket Price: £10 Available for Chris�ne Foster,  A.endance Office,   

pauline@theartscentretelford.com  

or direct from Oakengates Theatre 
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This	Girl	Most	De�initely	Can!	

Friday 20th March we were fortunate enough to be able to welcome to school Jenna               

Downing as part of the new ‘This Girl Can’ campaign at school. Inline skating champion 

Jenna is none other than the 2008 LG Action Sports World Champion, 10 x British                     

Champion and is a X-Games silver medallist (2002). All by the age of 21! A natural                      

competitor, Jenna has competed in rollerblading events since the tender age of 8 and has 

amassed a lifetime of awards competing across the globe in televised and major                               

international events. After turning professional at the age 12 (making Jenna the youngest 

female skater in the world to ever turn pro) there was no stopping her and Jenna has gone 

on to become an institution in British rollerblading.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her day started with an assembly for KS3 girls (unfortunately not enough space meant we 

couldn’t invite KS4 too). She talked about her upbringing and achievements. Jenna is an 

excellent role model for young women. Through her amazing success she has                    

demonstrated that hard work and commitment can allow you to achieve, both personally 

and professionally. In the last 10 years Jenna has travelled to many countries across                  

Europe, the Middle East, Australia and the USA to compete and represent the UK. Jenna 

has combined her sporting success with her studies at school where she achieved 10 

GCSEs (including 7 As and A*s) 4 A-Levels (3 As and 1 B) and graduated from the                  

University of Sheffield in 2009 with a degree in Law. 
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She then spent lessons 1 & 2 with all the girls in year 8,  where their team work,                               

co-operation, leadership and communication skills were put to the test. After break she 

hosted a ‘meet the athlete’ session. Students were invited to a short demonstration and  

an opportunity  for question and answers with the athlete. Jenna shared how having been 

brought up by a single parent mother, she has had to work incredibly hard to get to where 

she is today. Therefore Jenna’s focus now is on ‘giving back’ to young people and                        

inspiring others to achieve their potential in life, and she does this by using her                                

experiences, including the highs and lows she has gone through in life, to hopefully inspire 

and  influence the lives of others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenna highlighted how not everyone is suited to traditional sports and so encourage                   

everyone to give new  opportunities a go. She was eager to encourage the girls to follow 

their dreams, which can be achieved through hard work and determination. The ‘This Girl 

Can’ committee at BBS hopes to set up and run some exciting opportunities for girls at 

BBS. So watch this space! For further information or to get involved see Mrs Harris or Mrs 

Goswell in the sports hall office.  
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Boreatton	Park	2015	

130 Year 8 students have just returned 

from a 2 night residen�al stay at Borea.on 

Park (PGL).  The PE department organised 

the trip over the two EEL days in March.  

The students par�cipated in a number of 

outdoor and adventurous ac�vi�es:                         

Canoeing, absailing, giant swing, zip wire 

and  archery.   The students were                           

excep�onally behaved throughout their 

stay and were a real pleasure to be with.  A 

huge thank you also goes to all the staff 

who helped support the trip. 
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Important news: Are you interested in training to become a Primary School or 

Early Years teacher ? You can with our local SchoolsDirect programme.  

 

Our school is part of a growing number of schools that are supporting school

-led teacher training. This is really important to us as a school and other 

schools in Telford because it means we can choose locally trained teachers 

to join the profession and deliver the best outcomes for all the children.  

 

We are a partner of the local Severn Teaching School Alliance and they are 

presently recruiting graduates to embark on a local one year  teacher train-

ing programme from September 2015. They would be very interested to hear 

from you if you are thinking of becoming a teacher.  Our Alliance is looking 

for people who have ( or will have ) a degree, have a passion for teaching 

and want to inspire young people to fulfil their potential. We are particularly 

interested to hear from people who are considering a career change.  

 

With a starting salary around £23,000 and financial bursaries available to 

support trainees during their training there might not be a better time to                     

consider a School Direct programme.  

 

There are a team of people who would love to hear from you and have a 
chat about the exciting local teacher training opportunities available.                        
You can contact Lee Ferriday by email : lee.ferriday@telford.gov.uk or                     
contact him by telephone on 0797 3435711.  
 
 
For any further information on what becoming a teacher might involve more 

generally you can also visit : www. severnteachingschool.co.uk  
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~	Paris	Easter	2015	~	

 

After a long wait, departure time for 

the Paris trip is now only days away. 

Excitement has been growing in 

school amongst the students and staff alike, even 

though the departure time is during the middle of the 

night. 

If you want to keep up to date with what’s happening 

during the trip we’ve created a blog and twitter account 

for you to read and follow: 

Blog: http://bbsparis2015.wordpress.com          

Twitter: @bbsparis2015  

 

We’d just like to wish all going “Bon Voyage” - we hope 

you have a fabulous time . 
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Has your child grown out of their                    

uniform? 

The Pastoral Team are very grateful for the uniform that is                    

donated to them, once your child has grown out of it.  

 

If you have any uniform that you are not able to use, please 

can you bring it in to school for the team to use when                         

necessary. 

 

Clean , undamaged uniform would be gratefully received 

 

Many thanks 

 

Mrs Pickering 

Senior Student Support Manager 
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Mobile Device Consequences & Agreement 

 

Mobile devices can be brought into school, but must not be used on 

site.  If they are used, they will be confiscated.  There is a “ratchet” 

of consequences which are: 

 

1
st

 confisca�on: handed back to student at the end of the day.  

Le.er sent home to parents/carer and a lunch�me Behaviour 

Interven�on given. 
 

2
nd

 confisca�on: available for parent/carer to collect from 

Helpdesk at the end of the following day a<er confisca�on.  

Parent/carer to sign the confisca�on form to confirm they                    

understand the implica�ons of further confisca�ons.                         

SLT Community Service (one hour) given.   
 

3rd confisca�on: mobile device confiscated for up to 3 weeks.  

Parent/carer to sign the confisca�on form to confirm that they 

understand the implica�ons of further confisca�ons. 

      SLT Community Service (one hour) given.   
 

4th confisca�on: mobile device confiscated for a period specified 

by the Headteacher.  Parent/carer to sign the confisca�on form 

to confirm that they understand these implica�ons.                             

SLT  Community Service (1 hour) given.   
 

Furthermore, should the device be confiscated again, there may be 

addi�onal consequences as deemed by the Headteacher.  
 

 

Please note:  We do not wish to confiscate mobile devices for any length of �me, but 

have no choice if the policy is being flaunted.  We recognise the difficul�es this cre-

ates at home, but will not make excep�ons.  If a student cannot be trusted, then 

simply don’t bring the device to school. 

We are very fortunate that we have (almost) universal support from parents/carers 

regarding such issues.  This is vital if we are to send clear messages to the students. 
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Whitsun 2015 

As you will be aware, our new building will be completed at this time. We will, 

therefore, need to move into our new accommodation. However, we will also have 

to temporarily vacate almost all of our current buildings so that they can be                            

refurbished prior to September 2015. 

This reorganisation is going to be unavoidably disruptive. It will not have an impact 

on students in Year 11 who will be either sitting exams or continuing with their                  

lessons. We have brought forward the “Work Experience” fortnight for students in 

Year 10 so that this will run from Monday 1st June until Friday 12th June, which 

means that there will be no overall impact on students in either Year 10 or Year 11 

during their GCSEs.  

Given the challenges of moving into our building, the Governors requested a                   

closure for students in Years 7, 8 and 9 which was agreed by Telford and Wrekin. 

This means that we will be closed to all students on Friday 22nd May (the day                  

before half term) and for the week Monday 1st June until Friday 5th June. We will 

reopen in our new building at the normal time on Monday 8th June 

Moving an entire school during a school year is far from ideal, and has forced us 

into this additional closure. All schools in Telford and Wrekin with similar (or larger) 

building projects have  also been  forced into making equivalent decisions. 

We recognise that this situation  will create some challenges, which is why we 

hope that giving you this information in advance will help with your planning. 

We would also like to remind you that this partial closure only applies to students in 

Years 7, 8 and 9 at Burton Borough. All of our local infant/Junior/Primary schools 

will be fully open during this week. 

Whilst this disruption is unwelcome, it is a sign that our new building will soon be 

used by our students. After nine years of planning, we are nearly there. 

 

D.M.Hill               P.Broomhead 

Headteacher     Chair of Governors 

School Closures for 2015  
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Burton Borough School Frames 

www.burtonboroughschoolframes.org.uk 
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		The	Safeguarding	Team	

 

 

Miss C.Owen  

Literacy Co-Ordinator 

chrstine.owen2@taw.org.uk  

Mr K.Hill  

Assistant Head  

karl.hill@taw.org.uk  

Mrs P.Pickering  

Senior Student Support Manager 

philippa.pickering@taw.org.uk  

Mr B.Morgan 

Deputy Head    

ben.morgan@taw.org.uk     
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Other News 

Parking on Audley Avenue 

 

Since September, the number of   parents dropping off and picking 
up students directly outside school has increased considerably. 
This obviously causes concern for the safety of all students 
around the main school  entrance and in Audley Avenue.  It also 
causes a number of knock on issues with our resident                        
neighbours, deliveries to school and other businesses in Audley 
Avenue. 

 

Can we politely ask, if you bring your child to school to drop them 
a little way away from school and encourage them to walk some of 
the way to school. 

 

Thank you  
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As part of an initiative to increase pedestrian safety 
outside local schools, Safer Neighbourhood policing 
teams are to take a preventative course of action in 
the hope of raising awareness to drivers, parents or guardians to the well being of 
children, thereby promoting road safety to reduce road casualties. 

 

We would like to remind you of the following to prevent unnecessary obstruction 
of the road or entrance to your son/daughter’s school which benefits all parties:- 

 

You must keep the ‘School keep Clear’ Zigzags free from vehicles. These markings 

mean that YOU MUST NOT STOP, even to drop off or pick up. 

Park so that you do not cause any inconvenience to anyone else. 

Do not park illegally – fines start at £30. 

Do not drive or park on the pavement – children are taught the pavement is a safe 

place to be. 

Do not park on single yellow lines if restric�ons are in place which will be clearly 

visible on street furniture such as lamp posts. 

Do not park on double yellow lines, these protect the junc�ons and allow                          

motorists the visibility they need. 

Do not park in designated Bus Stop Bays where it is marked on the road in yellow 

and signed. 

Park away from road features such as traffic islands so that other road users                

including large vehicles, lorries, fire engines, coaches can get through 

Dropped kerbs are there to assist pushchair and wheelchair users to cross the road, 

do not park so that you block them. 

Never park so as to stop a resident or trader from geLng on or off their property 

and if you are doing this you must move by law when asked to do so. 

Do not park on verges, as you may damage them, or any u�li�es underneath. The 

local authority can charge you for the cost of the repair. 

Drive slowly at school �mes, children may suddenly step out into the road, this            

allows you �me to stop safely. 

 

Vehicles iden�fied causing any of the above offences may be subject to                              

prosecu�on 
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Food At Burton Borough 

As you may know, this is  the second year that we have run our 

own catering service. It has enabled us to improve the quality of 

our food, whilst also keeping prices fixed for the                      

second year running.  

A full meal costs just £2.20, which is also the cost of the “deli                

offer”. There is also a new range of sandwiches available.  

Give it a try…………….. 
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2014 - 2015 School Calendar 

SEPTEMBER   OCTOBER  NOVEMBER 

M T W T F S S   M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4 5    1 2 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14   6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21   13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28   20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

29 30     27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

                  

DECEMBER  JANUARY   FEBRUARY 

M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S   M T W T F S S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4     1 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11   2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25   16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

29 30 31    26 27 28 29 30 31    23 24 25 26 27 28   

              

MARCH   APRIL  MAY 

M T W T F S S   M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

  1     1 2 3 4 5    1 2 3 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8   6 7 8 9 10 11 12  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15   13 14 15 16 17 18 19  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22   20 21 22 23 24 25 26  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29   27 28 29 30    25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

30 31                   

                       

JUNE  JULY   AUGUST 

M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S   M T W T F S S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 5     1 2 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  6 7 8 9 10 11 12   3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 14 15 16 17 18 19   10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  20 21 22 23 24 25 26   17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

29 30    27 28 29 30 31     24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

                   31             

                       

   School Closed/Holidays         Public Holidays    

                       

   PD Day             In-Lieu PD Day    

                CLOSED TO STUDENTS 

   Period of School Closure - BSF Pack/Move           

   Y10 Work Experience 1st to 12th June 2015          

                       

                       

Return to School  


